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Preface

The present collection of documents consists of 257 documents pertaining to
Kordestan and Kermanshahan areas and the source ofthe documentsisthe
documents archive of the Library of Islamic Consultative Assembly.
Chronologically theybegin from the ond ofZilqa"da, 1327 A.H. and end on
the begining of Bahman, 1304 Sh. The compilation and presentation of these
documents is in chronological order begining from four months after the fall
of Mohammad Ali Shah and ending concurrently with the coming into power
of Reza Shah’s monarchy and the fall of Qajar dynesty.

The present collection is only a sample of the documents of the library of
Islamic Consultative Assembly’s archive and is being presented for the
information of public about the kind of documents and their contents.

The fact is that since yet we do not have the complete picture of the
development of constitutional revolution speciallyin provinces for study,

majority ofthe studies belongto Tehran and Azarbaijan. However it seems
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that in two main centers of the constitutional revolution, the stories are still
untold. In provinces, the secrets are definitely more and the information
regarding the manner of developments in economic, social, cultural and
political fields of 15 years between the development of constitutional
revolution and coming into power of Reza Shah is lesser. Therefore to
remove these defeciencies the areas should be studied separately so that more
accurate information about the developments in provinces may be achieved.

Kordestan and Kermanshahan are among these provinces where sufficient
studies about their developments have not been carried out.

Kordestan and Kermanshahan, due to their tribal texture, could not play
any role in the appearence of constitutionalism. That is why that in the
begining ofthe development and success of constitutionalism they were not
present in the field. But the city of Kermanshah, after the success of
constitutional revolution, separate fromits suburban tribal texture and also
contrary to Kordestan, tried to struggle for the strengthening of the
constitunionalists in step with Tehran and Azarbaijan.1

In Kordestan, along with the going of the first governor appointed by the
constitutional government, it was tried that this state is coordinated with
other states in the advancement of anti despotism and justice-seeking aims of
constitutionalism.

Shaikh Mohammad Mardookh, on this subject, writes: Mirza Ismail Khan

1. Tarikh-e-Mofassal-e Kermanshahan, Mohammad ~ Ali Soltani, (Tehran, Nashr-e-Soha,
1381 Sh., Vol. 4 & 5), p. 485.
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Seqatolmolk, on 9th of Moharram, 1325 A.H. became the governor of
Kordestan and arrived in Kordestan on 12" of R abi-al-awwal. "Seqatolmolk
was apparently governor on behalfofthe government but inwardly he was
appointed by nationalists and supporters of constitutionalism to make the
people of Kordestan acquainted with the circumstances ofconstitutionalism
and attach this area with the national forces. He, on the basis of this principle,
always in private gatherings of people mentioned the advantages of
constitutionalism and disadvantages of despotism... nl

Seqatolmolk, after studing the situation of Kordestan, took some measures
for the sake of his constitutionalistic aims and for weakening the despotic
forces formed the national associations so that theymaybecome accordant
with other states.

For this purpose studies were carried out and it was decided that these
societies be established. Mardookh writesin this connection:"... Hajj Sheikh
Yahya along with Hajj Sheikh Baqa Mazharul Islam united a number of
traders and businessmen of the bazar in the name of the body of workers the
roving meetings were organized in the night...".2
Mardookh mentions the formation of another society that "... We

uninamouslytook the final decision that we form a society consisting of the

ulema, the dignitaries and first grade personages excluding Moshir and Asif.

1. Tarikh-e-Kord wa Kordestan wa Tawabe’ or Tarikh-e- Mardookh, Sheikh Mohammad
Mardookh Kordestani, (Sanandaj: Ghariqi, 1352 Sh. Vol. 2). p. 238.
2.1bid, p. 240.
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From the next day of the same night we started the work and united a number
of people, wrote a well arranged constitution and rules and regulations,
elected the office bearers ofthe society by secret ballot and the decision of
majorityand rented a buildingin Jelo Qal” e-e-Hokoomati quarter near the
gate of Molla Jalal mosque for the general and confidential meetings ofthe
society.1

In this way such endeavours were made that different parts of the Iranian
societymove harmoniouslytowards the thing which is called justice-seeking
and despotism removing.

But the occurence of the first World War in general and the rebellion of
Salaroddauleh in the western Iran in particular, inflicted irretrievable blows in
the disintegration and destruction of the areas of Kordestan and
Kermanshahan. Since the rivalries between the tribes and other characteristics
like the plundering helped Salaroddauleh in strengthening the anti
constitutional goals and his several battles from 1329 A.H. to 1331 A.H. with
the constitutional government’s forces caused the weakness and instability of
the countlry.2

The event of first World War and then the intrusions of Ottoman empire

and Germany on one side and Russia and Britain on the other side in the

1. Tarikh-e-Kord wa Kordestan wa Tawabe’ or Tarikh-e- Mardookh, Sheikh Mohammad
Mardookh Kordestani, (Sanandaj: Ghariqi, 1352 Sh. Vol. 2), p. 240.

2. Abdolhossein Mirza Farmanfarma, By Mansooreh Ettehadiyeh with the cooperation
of Gholamreza Salami and Esmail Shams, (Tehran: Nashr-e-Seyamak and
Nashr-e-Tarikh, 1383 Sh., VolII), pp. 111- 132.
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west of the country after the end of the rebellion of Salaroddauleh during
several years of war resulted in the economical, social and central
government’s authority’s devastation in the west of the country.1

The present documents, to some extent, show the atmosphere of that era’s
western region ofthe country. The problems like: instability of security that
the aggressions of tribals on cities and merchandise of merchants are its
example, non-conformity of government organizations with the demands of
constitutional revolution like judiciary, police department, finance and foreign
department that many petitions regarding their absence and inefficiency have
been submitted, Ottoman empire’s intrusions for disturbing the political
situation of Kordestan and Kermanshahan, destructive local rivalries which
took place between the tribes or influential men for attaining power, the
problems created by the rebellion of Salaroddauleh for the Western region of
country, rivalrybetween constitutionalists and the reactionaries, attacks of
some tribes who had only plundering motive, the endeavour made by societies
and groups emerging from the constitutional revolution through sending
petitions to the government for demanding justice and reforming of the
situation and the most important, the endeavours of the newly established
organization like the Majlis (assembly) for solving all these problems are the
specialities of this collection of documents. Till now the documents relating to

Majlis were not available and it is for the first time after one hundred years

1. Iran va Jang-e-Jahani-ye-Awwal , edited by Kaveh Bayat, (Tehran: Iran’s National
Documents Organization, 1381, Vol. II), pp. 7-173.
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that some documents of the constitutional era relating to the organization
which emerged from the constitutional revolution is published so that it may
show its approach towards facing the problems and existing events in
economical, educational, social, political and security fields. These documents
show that Majlis (assembly) always tried to respond to the complaints against
injustice sent to it and reprimanded the executive organizations.

Of course it is necessary to mention that for responding one petition much
correspondence took place so that the suitable reply could be given but for
the sake of avoiding the repetition in this collection, it has been tried that the
final result of the reply to a petition and complaint against injustice should be
presented so that extravagance is not practiced.

It should be said that Majlis did not leave any petition unreplied and as far
as possible tried to administer justice to the complainants by making research.

That is why the present documents, in addition to expressing the political,
social and economical conditions, portraythe establishment and functioning
of the newly established Majlis to some extent.

At the conclusion, it is necessary to pay attention to the explanations
regarding the references of the documents:

1., is the abbreviation of Majlis and the nubmer beside it shows the particular
round of the Majlis.

2. is the abbreviation of Karton (carton = box-file).

3. ¢ is the abbreviation of Juzwehdan (section box).

4.5 is the abbreviation of Dosiyeh or file.
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5. ¢ is the abbreviation of " 4rayez (petitions) section.
6.1 (alif) is the abbreviation of /ntekhabat (elections) section.

The reference of first ten documents is completely written so that the
readers may understand the kind of references.

At the conclusion I thank the Director of the Library of Islamic
Consultative Assembly Mr. Ahmadi Abhari for the publication of these
documents, Mr. Mas” ood Koohestani Nezhad, Mr. Ali Asghar Haghdar, Ms.
Mehri Khalili and Ms. Fatemeh Boojar for their efforts and cooperation, the
personnel ofthe department of documents Mr. Mozaffar Maqam, Mr. Sefid

Koohi, Mr. Mozaffari and Mr. Tatari for their help and cooperation.

Reza Azari Shahrezayi
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