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union of Ryrdishemirates becausue ke was well aware of the i¢

that the disunion of forces andbackward industry (especially

the millitary industry) were the main obstacles on the road

to liberation.

Chapter 2 (Supplement)
p. 18 - line N 19- to be read "rights"
p. 20 - line N 1 - to be read "their"

-Chaptgg 4
p. 43 - line N 16 - to be read "of"

p. 57 - line N 19 - to be read "quantitative dimensions"
Chapter 6 X

p. 84, line N 7- to be read "These"

p. 96, dine N 22 - to berread "Iraqi”

Chapter 7 _

p. 100, line N 6, to be read "existing"
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I appeal to our readers far an exuse for the technical
nistakes done, which are due to the publishing house.
They are :.emlisted below. E

The author

Chapter ead "Kurdish"

Chapt: ) ad "International®”
ChaptP§§7, to bé;; ad "Implementation™
: ¥ &
¥ &
ForwaYd &7 i
B R4
p. 1 :\%ifgﬁﬁﬁ,4 to be read "evidences"
Chapter 1

pP. 5 - line IT 19

to be read "Sysanic"
line ¥ 25 - to be read "Saphaoian"

p. 9 - indgx § 6 - to be read "PKRK" .

Chapter 2

p. 12 - line i3 7 - to be read "Barzakani"

s

line ¥ 11 - to.be, read "Chalifate"
p. 14 - line § 9 - to be read "Hamma Dani”
to be read “Sa]..:lm'l
To be added thé following extract after liﬁe N 25:
First, the Butan uprising of 1921, under the leader-
ship of Baderkhan in Northen Kurdistan, a direct result of

the uprising being the establishment of the Butan emirate.

The whole area having been conquered and the emirate strengthe-

ned, Baderkhan did not confine himself to the localization of
his rule. His idea was to liberate the whole of Kurdistan

from Ottoman domination, He wanted to establish a confederal
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FORWARD

One of the major questions forwarded by the new political
thinking is the national question. It is one of the most topical
questions of our time. /«,. (o} “MQ{]

The intensified national feeling of t %oppressed pé/ﬁn S,
the inconsistent measures undertaken to \settle the probl s
the conflicts in certain regions of the world, iar{é [é'{/lﬂ&\ of
~ the significance and complexity of the national quéstlon

These are the reasons why, whomsoever wants to solve the
problem should approach it in a very cautious and delicate way
because, as Mikhail Gorbachev puts it, ,...even the finest mis-
take in solving the national question shall have fatal and incor-
rigible consequences.”

The Kurdish people is one of the most slighted peoples of
the world. | am stating this not because of subjective patriotic
partiality, but as a person who has witnessed the sorry plight
and existence of this 2b million strong nation, separated by four
states, (has been) reduced to Helplessness, debrived of national
life, culture and history.

Many things ‘could be said of this people — about the injus-
tice and terror, about exodus and assimilation, about deperson-
alization and genocide.

My aim in writing this book is different, however. As a jur-
ist’ 1 would like to draw the attention of the world public and
first of all of the Kurdish intellectuals (who bear the responsi-
bility of posing, internationalizing and solving the Kurdish ques-
tion) to certain points of the juridical and international legal

and constituonal settlement of the Kurdish question.
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This would mean, on the one hand, drawing the attention
of the most authoritative international organizations and seek-
ing their active interference, and on the other - reaching the
most just and egalitarian internal legal-constitutional settlement
of the problems.

Until the presént, realities have not been in favor of the
Kurdish people. The Kurdish question has not been tackled in
any U.N. resolution. In the respective states’ constitutions it is
mentioned as a tribe, a minority, and ethnical community.

It is these specific facts that have made me _turn my atten-
tion to the problem. It is my personal opinion, <and moreover,
would realities necessitate it as a main,-leading principle, the
equality of individuals and peoples and their right to self-deter-
mination.

An individual cannot be free/if his people are under foreign
domination. Individual human rights cannot be recognized if the
nation’s rights aren’t. Any other interpretation of the problem
would be temporary and short lived and would not solve the
problem but will rather postpone it until the moment it will
emerge in a more acute and conflicting form.

Keeping in{ mind the complexity and the ,newness” of the
topic, | would like to ask the reader’s condescension to certain
shortcomings in the expose and would highly appreciate any
criticism because, as the Ancient said: ,Truth arises in dispute”.

I would like to thank Professor Georgy Stefanov and Promi-
nent expert on International law N.Mikhailov for their useful

advice and consultation.

Sarbast Tawfig
Sofia, September 1989



CHAPTER ONE B

goaa el

FORMATION OF THE KURDISH NATION»' i

The emergence and formation of a nation! does not always
co-exist with nation forming factors, but also with their oper-
ation in different times. Thus, the emergence of one, or several
of these factors may, and often does turn into a prerequisite
which accelerates the émergence of other a prerequisite which
accelerates the emergence of other factors, and hence, the for-
mation and further rise of the nation

The emergence of the nation in developing/countries is ckar-
acterized by several specific features. National self—consciods-
ness arises in an early period and its foundation is different
from the general scheme of the nation. National liberation move-
ments can be considered to be the revolutionary struggle of al-
ready forming national communities. There is no doubt what-
soever of the national form of this movement. National consoli-
dation is one of the mostiup~to-date manifestations of this rev-
olutionary movement. ‘However there are many cases in which
tribal organization\’is still preserved in one form or another.
Community form is neither a tribal union or nationality; it is
mainly a nation. National liberation struggles in the 1950s and
1960s gave a new impetus to national consolidation processes.
It is intersting to note that at this time, the direction of socio-
economic development was not quite clear yet. The process of
formation and growth of the nation is very specific and cannot
be compared to any prior precedents.2

That is why it is not economic, but rather cultural factors

which have guiding roles in the consolidation processes. An im-
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portant characteristic of developing countries is, during the co-
lonial period, economic factors had negative roles in the nation-
forming process.

My aim is to analyse: (1) the formation of the Kurdish na-
tion, (2) processes concomitant of this phenomenon and (3) the
major factor for the existence, formation and elevation of the
nation.

Kurds are one of the most ancient peoples of the Middle
East. The formation and final development of the Kurdish eth-
nic community took piace during the second and seventh cen-
turies. Many scholars claim that the Kurds have originated from
the Midians. In Kurd and Kurdistan, Dr= Kasumlyo points out
that the Kurds have been generally considered to be the de-
scendants of the Midians. Kasumlyo ‘continues by mentioning
that the conquest of the town ,of Neinoa by the Midian King
Yaneiser in 612 B.C. marked the origin of Kurdish history. Dr.Ka-
sumlyo demarcated the original geographic boundary of Kurdis-
tan as follows: a straight line from Mount Ararat from the NW
down to the SouthyZargos liluiuh, then a straight line from this
point to Mossul in\lraq, a straight line from Mossul in the West
to the Turkish part of Iskandarun, from this point a line to the
NW, to Erzerum in Turkey and on the East to Mount Ararat.
According to different sources, Kurdistan’s territory is between
410 and 515 thousand square meters.>

Ksenophan (400 B.C.) mentioned in Anabso the words ,Kar-
dohs” and ,Kardoyan” referring to a tribal people who held up
his advance towards the sea”.

During the seventh century, after desperate resistance, the
Kurds were enslaved by the Arabs and were turned into Mus-



lims. It is interesting to note that following the Arab invasion,
additional invasions of Kurdish lands took place by different
tribes and peoples, causing a fragmentation of the Kurdish na-
tionality. The end result was negative: the Kurdish ethnic com-
munity was immersed into a dark period of history: enslaved by
foreign invaders®.

Kurdish towns were turned into new centers for the new
rulers. This made it very difficult for the Kurdish people to or-
ganize any resistance calling for the overthrouw of foreign domi-
nation. In order to preserve their national characteristics, the
Kurds preferred to live in small feudal communities which, in
part, led to their fragmentation. The existence of these feudal
communities and emirates, however, brought about the parti-
tion of the Kurdish land people thus becoming one of the main
reasons which prevented them from-establishing their own state
and nation. All this was a negative'factor in the Kurdish cultu-
ral and political development.

Until the middle of the seventh century, Kurdish lands were
completely dominated? by both the Byzantine and Sysamic
(Iranian) Empires and ‘became their battle—field. After the con-
quest of the Sysanic Empire, Arabs became the new rulers of
Kurdistan. »

The most unfortunate events in the Kurdish history is the
partition of Kurdistan after the Chaldaran battle of 23 July, 1514
between the Saphacian and the Ottoman Empires. The act of
partition was formally carried out with the Erzerum Treaty of
1639, which settled the border disputes between the two Em-
pires and divided Kurdistan into two parts. Kurdistan’s partition




shattered all hopes for Kurdish unification and the establishment
of a single Kurdish state®.

Historical facts and events show that the state is one of
the most essential components for the consolidation of the na-
tion. Unfortunately, the Kurdish people were unable to achieve
this goal.

~This has not, however, prevented the Kurds from forming
their nation under active operation of another nation—forming
factor, which in my personal opinion, is no less significant that
the state Marx has pointed out the decisive role of the state
(political power) as a factor, but he does not\consider it abso-
lute.”. This element is national self-awareness. National self-
awareness emerged as a result of the Kurdish national libera-
tion struggle ‘against the oppressors. It also became an import-
ant prerequisite for the existence, and growth, of the Kurdish
national community. It united not only objective relations but
relations which were based) on self-awareness in the general
sense. This self-awareness can be manifested in his love and
awareness of the, nation, its language, territory and culture as
well as specific-attitudes to other nations.

Two major factors can be cited concerning the rise of func-
tional Kurdish national community growth. These factors were
also important elements which helped to preserve the Kurdish
national character. One of them being a prerequisite for the de-
velopment of the other. It should be noted, however, that the
exploitation of the Kurdish population by the invaders played a
decisive role in the rise of national self-awareness.

Let us discuss these two factors and their influence on the

Kurdish national community and its growth into a nation.



Kurds national self-awareness has emerged in the process
of continuous exploitation and enslavement. It is the reflection
of the strenuous life through the ages which contains the pre-
requisites for the struggle for independence and national self
preservation.

It can even be argued that national self-consciousness is
objectiveiy reflected in the nation’s consciousness. As a whole,
it is also a prerequisite for its formation and existence. This
prerequisite is manifested in the Kurdish people’s fight which
strives for liberation and consolidation. During the period be-
tween the First and Second World Wars, the Kurds-aspired and
fought to establish their national state. The leaders of the Kurd-
ish national liberation movement considered it to be the only
salvation of the nation, as well as being~a decisive factor for
the nation’s rise and consolidationy, This goal has not Been
achieved, but, nevertheless, the ‘Kurdish people did not lose
hope. On the contrary, it has‘raised their national self-aware-
ness turning it into a major factor in the formation, growth and
existence of the Kurdish'nation.

The rise of nationcan be considered as a process of na-
tional state formation as well. The rise of nation and national
state formation, however, are two relatively independent terms.
In many cases the nation is separated between different state
structures: the Kurdish nation, for example, is divided between
four states. This is a major factor as to why the process of
Kurdish nation consolidation has not yet taken place. In the long
run, the state proves to be the decisive factor culminating with
the consolidation and emergence of the nation. It should be

pointed out, however, that the loss of political independence is



not fatal for national existence if there is national self-aware-
ness. This is one of the essential features of a nation. National
self-awareness of the Kurdish nation, under certain circumstan-
ces, is the decisive factor for the preservation of the nation.
Under these conditions of life, national self-awareness so-
lidifies. To a great degree it internally concentrates the main
characteristics of the nation. Hence there are no reasons to
underrate the role of self-consciousness under the pretext that
it is a subjective reflection of the objective conditions of life.
It is a subjective reflection which, by virtue of its existence and
influence in social processes, can, and does; play the role of a
material factor®.
Additional proof concerning the role' of national self-con-
sciousness is that, the Kurds who were exiles in Lebanon after
the Ottoman invasion, have been able to preserve, to the pres-
ent day, their distinct Kurdish\national characteristics and self-
consciousness despite their.integration into the Lebanon.
Another superb example is found in Asia with the striving
of the Korean nation.for unity into a single staté despite their
partition into twovpolitically different states. It is quite clear
that, under ‘a“specific feature of the nation, as a community of
people, the decisive role can be played not only by the state
but also by other ethnic characteristics and, in particular, by
national self-awareness. '
In conclusion, it should be noted that the idea of the na-
tional feature of self-awareness, as a major factor for the Kurd-
ish nation, has an essential part in its formation and being.



1 Throughout this book, the term ,nation” refers to a people
who have common denominators. For example: Ethnograhic
background, language, culture, tradition and common history
best describe nation. The Kurdish and Korean nations are such
examples.

2 Filipov, D. On the Nation, 1967, pp 82-3.

Gasumlio, Kurd and Kurdistan, 1968, p.6

Ibid '

Ibid

PPK (Kurdish Workers Party) Manifesto, 1978, pp 21-2.
M. - E., vol 19, p. 124 S
Filipov D., p.109
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CHAPTER TWO

ORIGINS OF THE KURDISH QUESTION

World history is full of examples of how nations and peo-
ples have been conquered, or how these nations fought and sur-
vived or how they fought themselves into extermination.

The history of the Kurdish people is unique because, even
from the time of its very formation, the Kurdish ethnic com-
munity had been conquered, enslaved, exterminated and reset-
tled. Throughout the ages, Kurdish land has been the field of
historical clashes; it has been downtrodden_by“‘Persians, Turks
and Arabs. Each of these groups claimed a-historic mission -
either Persian or Ottoman.

That is why, before trying to answer the question why the
Kurds have been unable to establish their national state and
highly developed culture in the course of twelve centuries, one
should attempt an answer to'an other question. How, for twelve
centuries of conquest, extermination and resettlement, could the
Kurds survive and. preserve their language, customs, traditions
and land?

Historical ‘development is a process of incessant conflicts
between peoples, states and civilizations. What interests us here
is how they have solved these conflicts, whether any resistence
has been offered, and at what price. Some people have taken
up arms against the oppressors, confronting them in ceaseless
battles. They have been defeated and turned into a docile mi-

nority or into hot ashes which can flare up anew. This is be-
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cause, that in most cases, these people had state and power as
well as an ancient culture.

The Kurds, however, can be considered differently. Ever
since their establishment as an ethnic community during the
second and seventh centuries A.D.’ they have always been under
the threat of an armed conflict or aggression, That is why their
primary aim has been physical survival and self preservation
from extermination. This, however, prevented the .Kurdish people
from turning their creative energy towards the foundation of a
civilization which is possible only under a lasting peaceful ex-
istence. The distribution of forces in favour im\this particular
region of the Middle East has never been in-favour of the Kurds.
They have always acted as the weak third\party between two
belligerents and, unfortunately, had to.take a side so as not to
be faced with two enemies at once~However, the victor’s good-
will has always proved to be weaker than the revenge of the
vanguished. That is why, in all cases, at least part of the Kurd-
ish tribes has suffered.

This extreme, of%almost incessant armed conflicts, has
brought about, aside from different forms of active resistance
(riots and uprisings), a unique form of passive resistance. The
reason for this can be found in the special mountainous relief
of the Kurd populated territories. During perilous times, the
Kurdish tribes went up into the mountains in order to find a
safe haven. This way of life is the main reason why, for almost
a thousand years, the Kurdish people left no traces in world
history — neither a state, nor a highly developed culture. Feu-
-dalism and landowner capitalism are the only result of Kurdish

development during the twentieth century.
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Of course, this model can not be applied universally to all
Kurdish people. A part of it comprised the rural and craftsman’s
population of the Kurdish vilayets and emirates. Direct contacts
with the Arabs and the Turks were avoided thus redusing op-
portunities for economic and social progress. Kurdish history
does have its instances of triumph, too. Throughout 959-1015
A.D. the Baghdad Chalifate recognized Bavzakani as an inde-
pendent Kurdish Emir?.

During 909-1096, Maroani was the ruler of the independent
Diarbekir vilayet3. In 1169, the so-called Ayubian state was es-
tablished under Shalifate Ayubi and survived up into the 13th
century. The height the Kurds attained/{during that period was
the establishment of the so—called state of the Zandians
(1750-1779) when Kerim Khan Zandi became the Shah of whole
Iran®. Emir Batlis wrote Sharaf.Nama - a triumph of culture not
only in Kurdish but lranian history as well.

These historical facts show that there existed a Kurdish elite
that was not a stranger.to aspirations of unification of the Kurd-
ich people and to-‘establish certain forms of state. The idea was
not to form a dnited Kurdish state, consisting only of Kurds,
but a state uniting all professing the Muslim faith. That is why
its core was not the Kurdish national issue, but a Muslim relig-
ious one. The best example is the Ayubian state in Egypt.

From a historicél point of view, however, it was impossible
to implement such an idea. The main reasons were the continu-
ous conflicts between the different nationalities in that region
and various religious trends which emerged. They bought about
contradictions between these nationalities which in turn tore

apart the Muslim religious community. That tendency made the
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Kurdish elite change their views. Their aspirations turned to-
ward the establishment of an independent state, legal forma-
.tions and a withdrawal from close contacts with neighbouring
nationalities. Their idea was implemented in an inconsistant and
sporadic form at the begining of the sixteenth century. During
this period, a superb example can be found during the 16th to
the begining of 17th century. During this period, the Kurds lived
in independent emirates and vilayets, although, legally, the
people were divided between the lranian and Ottoman Empiress.
In fact, the Kurds had limited relations with these Empires and
were not subjected to their supreme political power. This is
proved by the fact that, at official openings/ which were by
tradition on behalf of the sultan, it was._not in his name, but
that of the Kurdish emir’s name that was announced.

One of the most powerful and(important emirates was es-
tablished by Baban in Suleimania-{1677-1850). It is considefed
by many Kurdish and foreign historians to be the primary stage
of emergence of Kurdish national self—awarenesss. This emer-
gence was an example for the whole Kurdish people to follow,
thus a concentrationiof their efforts was made to establish an
independent Kurdish national state. This is also the crusial peri-
od, economic relations between the towns became very active
and were under direct control of the emirates. Although not in
its true form, this action was an attempt at setting up an in-
dependent national apparatus which is one of the key founda-
tions of national self-awareness and nationality development as
a whole.

The flourishing of economic life, gradual consolidation of
disunited Kurdish tribes and the relatively peaceful development

-13~



becamé the basis of a broader spread of cultural gains (espe-
cially in literature). These cultural gains were directly subjected
to the Kurdish national idea. An interesting example can be
found with the development of language. Gradually dialects
merged into one language — the school of Nali’.

This gave impetus to the development of literature, and con-
sequently, to be awakening of national self—consciousness.

At that time, writers and poets like Ahmed lkhani, Baba
Teheri, Hasma Dani, Salum Naali and others were born, later
having left a creative heritage which greatly contributed to the
rise of a national self-consciousness.

This is the basis on which contemporary Kurdish intelli-
gentsia was formed and established~ It "brought the Kurdish
struggle into a new active stage whichjused all disposable means:
propaganda to armed resistance.

An important fact in support of this view can be found with
the publication of ,Kurdistan” Magazine (1898) which involved
active participation of Kurdish intellectuals.

Cultural and economic development of the Kurdish people
along with the rise of national self-awareness were also mani-
fested into more active forms of struggle — armed riots and up-
risings. It is almost impossible to enumerate them all, but the
most important ones provide more than sufficient examples of
proof to the rise of national self-consciousness and aspirations
for national liberation.

Many emirs accepted his proposal for unification. In his
book The Kurds, F.Minorski suggested that the Butan area was
the primary cell for the creation of the Kurdish nation (p.28)
and the crucial point for the rise of Kurdish national liberation

~ 14~



movements. Kurdish national self-consciousness had already
sprung up and soon became an important factor for the survi-
val and further rise of the Kurdish nation.

Baderkhan set up a factory for arms and gun powder in
Djazira, as well as a dockyard. He sent Kurds to Europe to study
warfare and provided funds for Kurdish students to study at
European universities. Another interesting fact is that he pro-
vided free treasury and emitted Kurdish currency. In practice,
Baderkhan established a state within a sfate with its character-
istic features — territory, power, army, treasury, etc. The signi-
ficance of this state is provided by Britain’s and\France’s warn-
ing to Turkey to eliminate this problem immediately. The sultan
sent out a powerful army which put an end'to the emirate. Thus
another attempt of the Kurds at self-determination was run
down.

There followed, after a relatively short period of standstill,
a series of uprisings. However without results. Such were the
uprisings in Shah Abdula Nihry in 1881 (whose goal was Kur-
distan’s liberation within the boundaries of the Turkish Empire,
thus achieving relative independence) and Yazdan Sher’s upris-
ing throughout the years 1853/1856 (which played an important
role for the strengthening of Kurdish national self-conscious-

ness)g.
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CHAPTER TWO (Supplement)
_THE KURDISH QUESTION IN THE 20TH CENTURY

Towards the end of the 19th century and beginning of the
20th century, the Kurd's struggle entered a new phase. This was
at a time of intensified colonial struggles, aggravated interna-
tional situation as a result of imperial states’ appetites for a re~
distribution of the colonial worlds. The Middle East became one
of the ,hot points of the world”. The clash of ambitions and
aggressive aspirations formed the background-of the on-going
national liberation struggle of the Kurdish/people. The masses
became more and more active: uprisings' followed cne after an-
other. They were reactions to the dinjustice and exploitation
which the Kurdish people suffered at the oppressor’s hand. Na-
tional self-awareness consolidated and turned into a major sub-
jective factor in the struggle.

It was during this ‘period that other subjective factors
emerged.

First, changes.in Kurdistan’s socio—economic life. Feudal re-
lations at thdt'time became contradictory to the development
of the international and local capitalism. A Kurdish national
bourgeoisie emerged in the towns. THis brought about new ideas
of a more developed and progressive saciety. Second, exploita-
tive and chauvinistic movements strengthened and came into
conflict with Kurdish and Armenian national liberation. move-
ments. Movements which became very active and which or-

ganized riots and uprisings.
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The liberation of the Greeks and Bulgarians was a histori-
cal factor of great impact: it raised the national spirit of other
enslaved peoples. The struggles entered a new stage. The most
active part of the intellectuals gathered around ,,Kurdistan”9 ma-
gazine (published in Cairo); a more efficient and better developed
resistance forces came into being. They considered different pol-
itical forms of struggle. In 1908, the first Kurdish political or-
ganization was esfablished, Taali Turaki Kurdistan (The Associ-
ation for Rise and Development of the Kurds). Among the
founders were E.Badarkhan, Sharif Pasha, Said Abdulyadir. The
organization’s main activity was propagation among the Kurds,
as well as dissemination of national-liberation ideas in Europe
proper and the instigation of political activity amongst young
Kurdish intellectuals. A union was set'up’in order to distribute
Kurdish literature and culture among the people. A school of
Kurdish language and literature ‘was also openedm.

This active work soon_bore: fruit and, consequently, threat-
ened the Turkish political ruling crust’s security. This Kurdish
activity went underground and new methods of struggle had to
be addopted.

Two years: later, in 1910, the HIIVA (Assocoation of Kurd-
ish Students) was established in Istambul, which began active
work. It published a magazine which propagated fhe Kurdish
issue (the ROZH! KURD magazine). By the beginning of the First

”. At the same

World War, the magazine became less active
time, a group of Kurdish patriots were publishing ZHIN (Life)
newspaper. Suraya Baderkhan, for example, set up an Associ-

ation for Kurdish Liberation in Egypt12.
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At the same time another organization — ,Structure of the
Kurdish Sbciety” established itself into a political party ~ ,Party
of the Kurdish Nation”'3. This being the first time in which an
organizatior. developed itself into a party.

These organizations and associations co-ordinated and acti-
vated their work. They had their representatives in the differ-
ent towns of Kurdistan. They operated up until the Kemalist
army invasion. After that all these organizations were banned
and dissolved. However, they were replaced by an entirely new
organization — HUI BUN (The Liberation Asseciation) in which
members of the former organizations joined.” This association
soon became the major active all-embracing organization inside
of Kurdistan'?,

The founding of legal organizations, propagating the Kurd-
ish issue, was the resuit if a sommewhat belated liberalization of
political life in the Turkish Empire. The politics of the then Turk-
ish governments became.more moderate. There was a certain
democratization which'resulted in the recognition of the nation-
alities in that country and giving them certain political lights.

This gave.the Kurds an opportunity to become more active
in propagating for the liberation and independence of Kurdis-
tan.

The Sublime Porte was quick to realize that these activities
could threaten its security and decided to forestall the events.
It was quit clear that sooner or later the issue had to be set-
tled. This issue existing for a long time. All previous attempts
to do so had failed. It was a historical necessity that the Kurds
wanted freedom. What had to be clarified was what kind of

freedom and how to attain that freedom. The choice was be-
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tween total freedom — an independent Kurdistan against the
Porte’s will — or attain rights and freedoms within the Empire
granted as a sign of goodwill by the Empire herself. The sec-
ond option was more acceptable in all cases. For the political
fulfillment of this idea, a governmental commission was estah-
lished in order to study, and settle, the problems. After the situ-
ation had been examined, a joint commission, inclusive of Kurd-
ish members of the Turkish Parliament and representatives of
the ,Rise of Kurdish Association” Emir Baderkha and others),
adopted the following two declarations'®;

1. To grant Kurdistan autonomy within the borders of the
Empire.

2. To undertake immediate measures for proclaiming and
carrying this into practice.

However, these declarations were not fulfilled because the
Turkish government (Farid Pasha) sought certain pretexts in
order to postpone implementation of the two declarations.

This action by Farid Pasha led to severing of relations be-
tween the Turkish government and the Kurdish patriots. The
Kurdish patriots increased their propaganda inside the country
and abroad. As«a'result a delegation, under the leadership of
Sharif Pasha, was to submit this issue to the Great Powers. He
became the official representative of all Kurdish organizations.
The first step was to improve the relations between the Kurds
and the Armenians. This was achieved at the meeting with Nobar
Pasha — the leader of the Armenians in Paris. Both sides ex-
pressed their desire to co-operate16. In this way, at the begin-
ning of the twentieth century, parallel to the activation of in-

ternal political work, the Kurdish' patriotic intellectuals brought
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heir struggle to a new stage — The Kurdish issue emerged on
the international field.

They were well aware that nothing else could be requested
from Turkey, for nothing else could be gained. That is why the
Kurdish issue had to become part of the international political
life in order to find its solution.

During the First World War, the united Kingdom and France
concluded a secret agreement to divide certain territories of the
Ottoman Empire. In February 1916, this agreement was con-
firmed in London and came to be known as- the Sykes-Pico
Treaty17.

According to this treaty, the Kurd{populated Turkish lands
were divided between two states which became the main ob-
stacle to the establishment of an independent Kurdistan. The
Russian Tsar agreed with theTreaty. The Great October Social-
ist Revolution, however, changed everything. The agreement was
uncovered for all the world-to know and the Soviet government
fervently opposed the policy of secret diplomacy and denounced
the colonizer’s aspirations of the Great Powers.

After the conclusion of WWI, circumstances changed in fa-
vour of the colonized peoples and their national liberation move-
ment strengthened. Major changes during this period was Wil-
son’s proclamation of principles of self-determination of peo-
ples. Another factor were the principles of the Great October
Socialist Revolution for liberation from colonial dependence, for
national independence and sovereignty.

‘These new developments in international life became the
prerequisite for the emergence of new tendencies in the Kurd-
ish national liberation movement. They promoted the very as-
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pirations which were to take the Kurdish issue onto the inter-
national field. To this end, the Kurdish intellectuals sent a dele-
gation, under the leadership of General Sharif Pasha, to partici-
pate, together with the Armenian delegation, in the conclusion
of the Versailles Peace Treaty. It was the first time that the
Kurdish issue had been discussed at such a high international
forum. The problem got its explicit solution in the Sevre Inter-
national Treaty. According to Article 62 of the Treaty, the Kurds
in the Ottoman Empire received autonomy and could, in a year’s
time, establish an independent state, if so desired. The League
of Nations endorsed this decision'®.

In actual fact, however, the treaty remained)on paper. After
1922, when Kemal Ataturk came to power, the Lozan Treaty was
signed which cancelled the decisions of_the Sevre Treaty and
deprived the Kurds of everything that they had gained. Thus
Kurdistan was divided between Turkey, Syria, Iran and lraq.
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CHAPTER THREE

THE KURDISH QUESTION IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
AND TREATIES

The emergence of the Kurdish question on the international
political stage within the standards of contemporary interna-
tional relations, has its beginnings at the time of the First World
War. Up to that time, the Kurdish question had been regarded
as a secondary issue within relations between the European
Powers and the states of the Middle East. This was due to the
fact that the Kurdish question had been considered’as an inter-
nal problem in each of that region’s empires/ The solution of
this problem was, on the one hand, very dificult, yet on the
other — quite needless from the point‘ef view of the Great
Powers’ interest in that part of the world. A

The First World War, however, brought about a radical
change in the historical situation. New historical reality necessi-
tated the recognition of the probiem. Let us enumerate the rea-
sons:

1. The rise of mational ideas among the Turks, Arabs, Per-
sians and Kurds within an ultimate aim towards the estab-
lishment of independent states.

2. The echo of the Great October Socialist Revolution
throughout the world and, in particular, amongst the colonized
and oppressed peoples.

3. The proclamation of President Wilson’s principles and es-
pecially item 12 — recognition of the right to self-determination

of the nationalities of the Otoman Empire1.
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4. The decline and de—colonization of the Empire.

5. The establishment of the League of Nations as an inter-
national organization for positive development of international
relations.

All of these circumstances became prerequisites for the
emergence of new international relations and crucial issues in
the area to be solved. This gave the Kurds good reason to be-
lieve that their issue would be tackled as well. It turned out,
however, that the Qood intentions expressed were not followed
up. During the First World War, Kurdish issues. were subjected
of unofficial secret agreements. The first of them was between
Great Britain, France and Russia giving Britain the right to oc-
cupy Eastern (at present Iranian) Kurdistan. In 1916, there were
secret negotiations in London between Britain and France for
the distribution of territory of'the Ottoman Empire: Kurdistan
(and Armenia) had to be divided. The results of the secret plan
were realized in the Lausanne Treaty. In history, this secret
agreement was knowmn.as the Sykes-Picof Treatyz. ‘

The first diplomatic act which officially posed the Kurdish
question on the“international stage was the Sevre Treaty which
was a part of the Versailles system of regulating relations be-
tween states after the First World War. The goal of the treaty
was to ,punish” Turkey for siding with Germany during the war
by dividing it into spheres of influence and depriving Turkey of
its rights over almost 4/5 ths of its territory. With this action,
however, Western diplomacy made a serious mistake: it did not
take into account Turkish internal developments. The consolida-
ticn of Kemal Ataturk’s influence and power, for example, should
have given them a hint of future possibilities of Turkey's gravi-
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tating closer to the Soviet Union. This was extremily objection-
able on the part of the Western countries who had relied on
Turkey as being the future springboard for actions against So-
viet Russia. The commander in chief of the occupation army in
Instambul referred to the Turkish army as ,the only army in the
world that could oppose the Bolsheviks now"3. That was the
reason why the Sevre Treaty was doomed to failure even at the
time it was concluded. As far as the Kurdish question was con-
cerned, the treaty dedicated three articles to it — Articles 62,
63 and 64.%

Article 62 provided for the establishment of two commis-
sions. The first one would prepare a draft, ‘programme giving
autonomy to the Kurd-populated areas. The second one to dis-
cuss and propose a solution to the problems of the Mossul vi-
layet (which arosed great interest following the discovery of oil
fields) in relation to the Kurdish, Assyrian and Kldan minorities
there.

Article 63 binds Turkey, within three months after the draft
programme’s composition to do everything in its power to im-
plement it. ;

Article 64 ‘gave an expression to factual, although ad-hoc,
recognition of the existence of a Kurdish nation with its right
to self-determination. It also gave the Kurds, in autonomous re-
gions, the right to demand of the League of Nations a grant of
independence. In other words, this text envisages that an au-
tonomous Kurdistan can demand independence and self-deter-
mination in its relations to Turkey (and even to integrate the

Mossul - vilayet) Iragi-Kurdistan.
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The treaty’s importance to the practical solution of the Kurd-
ish question, in the historical situation at that time was insig-
nificant. Yet the raising of the issue in an international diplo-
matic aspect and the radical measures for solving it (autonomy
and a state in perspective), show that the Kurdish national ques-
tion does exist. Furthermore, it is a factor which should be
taken into account under the regional historical circumstances
at the time.

One of the cruciai points in Kurdish history is the interna-
tional dispute over the Mossul vilayet. The attention of the in-
terested parties was drawn to it because of\ the discovery of
oil.

On 12 March 1921, the Cairo .Conference was opened in
which the representatives of Turkey, Iraq and Britain partici-
pated. The aim was to decide‘the fate of the British presence
in lraq and to solve some conflicting points. Contradictions of
the Kurdish question ‘arose even among the British repre-
sentatives themselves: Churchill’s intention was to establish an
independent Kurdish.state, as a British mandated territory, but
Iraq’s governor, 'was against it.

The major, British proposal was a referendum to be held in
the Kurd-populated areas, thus allowing the Kurdish people to
express their own will in favour of, or against, its integration
with Iraq. The result of the referendum was in favour of the
integration. The reason was the unstable situation of the auton-
omy of Turkish Kurdistan (as provided for by the Sevre Treaty)
and the danger of the region’s integration with Turkey instead
of being independent. Of the two evils, the lesser was chosen:
The Mossul vilayet was added to Iraq. As far as Kurdish rights
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were concerned, a rather general formulation was given of ,,...dis~
tinguishing between Arabs and Kurds when the solution of ad-
ministrative matters was concerned”. In practice, item 16 of the
mandate document was put into effect (although inconsistent-
ly) which gave Britain the right of establishing independent
Kurdish administrations®.

Britain’s good will about solving the Kurdish issue proved
to be, however, a series of cunning diplomatic moves aiming on
the one hand at drawing the Kurds to her side, and on the other
—~ at exerting pressure on Irag and Turkey with a view to forc-
ing them to make concession.

The problems of the Mossul vilayet was- not eliminated, how-
ever, because Turkey did not drop its claims. The fact that the
Sevre Treaty remained only on paper necessitated a new solu-
tion to the problem. It occured at the Lausanne Conference in
July 1923, when the Kurdish question was practically divided
into two: first, the status if those territories for which the Sevre
Treaty had provided autonomy, and second, the so—called ,ques-
tion of the borders béetween lraq and Turkey” which in real fact
was the question of_the Kurd-populated Mossul vilayet (what is
now Iraqgi Kurdistan). As far as the first question was concerned,
the Lausanne Treaty was explicit: it canceled clauses found in
the Sevre Treaty which provide for Kurdish autonomy. It was
assumed that the Kurds had never been separated from TurkeyG.
Furthermore, the Treaty proclaimed (Articles 38 and 39) that all
Kurds were Turkish citizens and, as such, enjoyed equal rights.
As a minority, within the framework of the state, the Kurds had
the right to their own language and religion, i.e. they were rec-
ognized as a separate race and nationality. The idea of inde-
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pendence was abolished, the national movement was proclaimed
illegal and Kurdish national interests were completely ignored.

The treaty provided no solution to the second question -
the Mossul vilayet. It was decided that if, in a period of nine
months, Britain and Turkey could reach no agreement, the ques-
tion should be taken to the League of Nations. A special com-
mission was established by the League of Nations which was
to tackle the problem, and a provisional border between Turkey
and Iraq was set up — the so—called ,Brussels Line”.

After thorough analysis of the situation, the Commission
prepared a report to the League of Nations containing the fol-
lowing conclusions and proposals:

1. The Kurds are neither Arabs, nor Persians or Turks. With
regard of that, a twenty—five year mandate of Mossul was pro-
posed under the auspices of the’lLeague of Nations.

2. When clerical staff was’ appointed, the opinion of the
local Kurdish population/had to be obligatorily taken into ac-
count. Kurds were entitled to their own administration, schools,
courts of law; the Kurdish language had to be recognized as of-
ficial.

The conclusion was that the resolution of the League of Na-
tions on the Mossul question should be compulsory for both
countries and should conclusively determine the borderline be-
tween Turkey and Iraq. It should be unanimously accepted and
the votes of the interested parties should not be taken into ac-
count.

The final decision of the Commission was that Mossul should
be returned to Iraq with Britain having a twenty five year man-

date on it.
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That decision was formally embedded in the treaty between
Britain, Iraq and Turkey which was signed in August 1926. This
is what Article 12 said on the Kurdish question: ,The Turkish
and Iraqi authorities renounce all relations of official or diplo-
matic character with chieftains, sheikhs and other members of
the Kurdish tribes. They shall not allow, within the border re-
gion, any organizations, meetings or pfopaganda aimed against
any of the two states”’.

In October 1926, a treaty was concluded between Turkey
and lraq. The two countries assumed the obligation (Articles 5
and 6) of not allowing on their respective territories the acti-
vities of any organlzatlons or groups which mlght threaten the
security of the other country

" In 1929, in Ankara, a treaty was signed between Turkey and
France (as Syria’s mandatory) which aimed to resolve the dis-
pute between Turkey and Syriajover the regions of Djesire and
Hasuk which were Kurd populated. According to this treaty, the
two regions were added to Syria’s territoryg.

In August 1930, the Zurich Congress of the Second Interna-
tional of European(Social-Democrats took place. The Kurdish
sHoibun” and the Armenian ,Tashnak” organizations sent a
memorandum to the Congress. The occasion was the genocide
of Armenians and Kurds during 1927-1929. The Congress came
out with a declaration recognizing Kurdish and Armenian rights
to self-determination but on the condition that it was achieved
with peaceful means and without an armed struggle10

In practice that was quite impossible. The presence of a
Turkish army in the Kurd-populated regions escalated tension

thus leading to several uprisings, of which Dersim was the lar-
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gest. Ataturk accused the Soviet Union of supporting revolution-
ary forces and interference in the internal affairs of that country.
Facing so many internal and external problems, Turkey decided
to resolve first of all the disputes with its neighbouring coun-
tries — Iraq, Iran and Afghanistan. A favourable occasion was
Iran’s idea of negotiations on matters of disagreement. The nego-
tiations lasted for nearly two years and finaly, on 8 July 1937,
a Protocol was signed in Sadbad. On the face of it, the treaty
tackled Turkey’s foreign policy problems, but in actual fact, it
was aimed at internal issues related with the Kurds. The objec-
tive was to limit Soviet interference in the internal struggles of
the Kurds and Armenians, to abolish _those struggles and the
possibility. of achieving even the most insignificant forms of in-
dependence1 1

In 1942, a treaty was concluded between the Soviet Union,
Iran and Britain according to'which the Soviet Army would go
into lran and defend its sovereignty. In September 1942, the So-
viet Army stopped the‘fascist offensive from the Caucasus which
aimed at capturing Baku and Teheran'?.

The SovietCArmy’s presence in Iran created the necessary
democratic ‘conditions for the nationalities (Kurds and Azerbai-
janians) included in Iran’s territory to freely manifest their will
for independence and self-determination, and to open the road
to liberation.

Even before the Soviet Army entered Iran, there had existed
an organization called the ,Association for Kurdish Revival”
which was active in all Kurd-populated territories. It was head-

quartered in Iran with branches in Iraq and Turkey. Its main task

-30-




was liberation, independence and self-determination propagan-
da's.

Under these new conditions, the organization acquired a
more democratic orientation and purpose. On 15 August 1945,
its name was changed to the ,Kurdish Democratic party” with
a new program and strategy, similar to the newly formed Azer-
baijan Democratic Party (Iranian Azerbaijan).

in the following year, with Soviet support, the two repub-
lics were founded on lranian territory — Azerbaijan Democratic
Republic and the Kurdish Democratic Republic (the so-called
Mohabad Republic).

The term ,republic” means that its specific.structural and
organizational form is a state. Yet further analysis of the con-
ditions of its organization reveal several certain contradictions.
We shall discuss here two aspects: struggle—organizational ,(the
presence of the distinguishing features of a state) and interna-
tional-legal (its position among jother states).

From the first point ‘of view, the state organization pos-
sessed all necessary elements needed of a state: a territory with-
in certain borders, supreme and local public power, organs of
state government, national flag and anthem. During the short
period time of their existence (only one year),.these institutions
could not develop and strengthen enough in order to acquire
the necessary foundations for their existence and function as a
basic element of a social life. State formation and realization
should take at least several years in order to build the necess-
ary state structures. If that had been the case, this form would
have acquired the necessary meanjng, and Kurdistan would have

turned into an independent state in the true sense of the word.
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A second point of view involves more concrete problems.
For a state, in order to become a full member of the interna-
tional community and a competent participant in international
life, should be recognized by other states. Except for the So-
viet Union and Azerbaijan, no other state recognized the Moha-
bad Republic. Attempts of establishing official relations with
the Mohabad Republic also were not made. It follows from this
thaf the Republic had not become a subject of international
law.

This is where the two points of view contradict each other.
At the basis of the contradiction are the different criteria of
evaluation. The first aspect is based on“a real, factual criterion
- the existence of an independent state ‘structure. The second
aspect is based on a formal criterion\— international recognition
(either de facto of de jure). A.compromise between the two as-
pects is impossible becausethey belong to different areas and
hence there isn’t an intermediate position.

In this case, the conflict is antagonistic, yet a solution is
necessary. That is why the only possibility open for us is to
choose one of the“criteria as the decisive factor and disregard
the other onexThe question is which one?

The factual criterion is more convincing for it answers the
practical requirements. The opposite would be illogical - to as-
sume that a state is not a state because it has not been recog-
nized by other states. Even despite the fact of its existence as
a vital independent social organism. Dr. Gazumlyo favours a
similar view in his book ,Kurdistan and the Kurds”.

Other authors consider it was the case of an autonomous

republic within the framework of Iran. However, autonomy in-
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volves certain dependence on the state on whose territory the
autonomous structure exists which was not the case. What is
more, The Mohabad Republic was not recognized by Iran and
existed against its will.

The conclusion, therefore, is that for a period of one year
there did exist an independent Kurdish state. A Kurdish state
which remained isolated from international life. It was met with
hostility, surrounded by enemies and devoid of friends. This was
the reason of its overthrow after the withdrawal of the Soviet
Army from lIran.

In 1946, after the Soviet Army’s withdrawal«from Iran and
the downfall of the Mohabad Republic, the(lranian Army at-
tacked the Kurdish areas and bombed Kurdistan. The Soviet re-
action was a diplomatic act presented. by the Soviet Foreign
Minister Molotov to the Security Council demanding a halt of
the Iranian Army offensive and démanded autonomy for Kurdis-
tan. Unfortunately, the demand was to no avail 4.

In mid April 1963, the Turkish and Iraqi governments held
negotiations in Ankara‘and Baghdad for joint action against the
Kurdish National Liberation Movement. The question was fur-
ther discussed at'a SENTO session in Krachi at the end of that
year. The participants dwelt on the problem of the Kurds in
Iraq. In this context, the Turkish Foreign Minister declared that
the session had expressed a desire for the problem not to become
a threat to regional and world peace15.

In 1963, Mongolia submitted to the U.N. the question of the
Kurdish situation in Iraq.. This was occasioned by the people’s
uprising under G.Moustafa Barzani. Due to the lack of support

by other states, however, no solution was found. This was the
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first time the Kurdish issue arose after the passing of the Univer-
sal Declaration of Human Rights and the declarations of inde-
pendence of colonial nations. The general feeling was that these
were Iraq’s internal problems.

In 1961, an active revolutionary movement began in lraqgi
Kurdistan. Armed actions spread throughout the region. There
followed a fifteen year period during which there were many
battles taking on the form of a civil war at the local level. They
had a string impact on the internal political life of that state.
Practically, it was a continuous governmental crisis, in which
four governments lost the power, because they could find no
solution to the problem. Iraqg was forcedto(seek support of the
neighbouring states. The first question that had to be tackled
was [ranian support for the Kurdish revolutionaries, which had
to be stopped. To this end, Iraq_ tried to contact Iran. The in-
itial talks were carried in Ankara at the foreign ministerial level
with the Turkish Foreign Minister, acting as mediator. An agree-
ment was nearly reached on the central problems and a treaty
was drafted. The negotiations continued out in Algeria between
heads of state. On-6"March 197516, a treaty was officially signed
according to ‘which Iraq agreed to territorial concessions to Iran
along the border. In return, Iran agreed to stop its support for
the Kurdish National Liberation Movement and to direct its ef-
forts toward the movement’s elimination. It also agreed that all
guerilla actions would be repulsed by both Iraq and Iran. The
Turkish government was present when this ,solution” was found,
and on its part, it declared it would do its best to suppress the
revoit. As a result of this conspiratorial treaty, the guerilla move-

ment in Iraqgi Kurdistan was almost totally eliminated.




A year later, however, guerilla activities resumed. Alongside
active activity, Kurdish parties and organizations were reacti-
vated with a view to establishing contacts with organizations
and state and political parties throughout the world. The most
significant outcome was the consideration of the Kurdish ques-
tion at the 42nd session of the U.N. Human Rights Commission
in Geneva, from 3 February to 14 March 1986. Many problems
were discussed, inclusive of the right to self-determination and
human rights violations. The Kurdish issue was given great at-
tention: many representatives spoke about Kurdish human rights
and their violations. They all expressed their support for the
Kurdish cause.

A sub-commission of the Third world\ countries issued a
declaration which said that Kurds have “the same equal rights
of established nations and therefore all U.N. members should
respect them. A proposal was made culminating in a single sol-
ution to the problem; the non=aligned countries were called in
to discuss the issue and to appeal to the U.N. and the Security
Council to consider the\problem and contribute to its solution'’.

No final officialy document was signed, however, which
would explicitly\state the problem.

In May 1989, at the Paris Conference, which was a follow
up of the Helsinki and Vienna process, a question was posed
concerning the violation of Kurdish rights and of the assimila-
tion policy of the oppressor states affecting the 25 million strong
Kurdish nation. The Soviet, Bulgarian and Swedish repre-
sentatives condemned these violations and demanded (of the
Turkish delegation in particular), that the fate of the Kurdish
people be considered. Therefore it is necessary for the Kurdish
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National Liberation Movement to enhance its activity, so that
the problem would be given greater attention in Copenhagen
" and Moscow where Helsinki process on the human dimension
goes on.

It becomes quite clear from the historical review of inter-
national relations and treaties in which the Kurdish issue was
considered, that Kurds have always been a third party, and on-
lookers, of the process which would determine the destiny of
their people and territory.

There are two main reaéons. The first deals with the faulty
strategy of the Kurdish elite and the Kurdish’ National Libera-
tion Movement about the price of the‘struggle and ways to
achieve their ultimate goal. The Kurdish National Movement’s
non reliance on other countries support and their reservations
about such means of struggle/ That is why the main form had
been guerilla war and armed.activities. What is more, this has
been a struggle for the struggle’s sake and not for achieving
any national liberation_or political goal. Such a limited view of
goals and means ‘of striggle has estranged the Kurdish National
Liberation Movement from international relations and has placed
itin a positio‘n as an onlooker of events deemed crucial for the
‘Kurdish people. The lack of a clear strategy and common pro-
gram of action is yet an addition reason for the failure of the
Kurdish National Liberation Movement, as a whole.

Another reason can be found in the isolation of the Kurd-
ish issue and the Kurdish National Liberation Movement from
international political life. In the Kurds, the developed states
have seen an econgmically, politically and culturally backward

people deserving no independence for it does not know how to




use it. That is why the problem remains simply an internal prob-
lem of the respective state, while any attempt at interference
would then turn into interference in its domestic affairs. On the
other hand, however, to put the question on the agenda would
imply seeking a political solution. Whatever it may be, it will
involve major conflicts for the respective countries in the Middle
East, a region which is still a hotbed of tension, bearing in mind
that Kurdish population is 25 million on a territory of 500,000
square meters and that some of its regions are of great econ-
omic significance (Kirkuk, Kirimansh, Mossul). The unwillingness
to create new hotbeds of tension in this part of\.the world could
account for the developed countries’ abstention as far as the
Kurdish national problem is concerned.

The above mentioned factors need consideration. The Kurd-
ish National Liberation Movement-needs to enhance its activities
for neutralizing these problems. This could be further achieved
by means of international interference and propaganda, interna-
tional contacts, and mass actions inside the country, among the
Kurdish people. These forms and methods will be discussed in

a separate chapter.
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o CHAPTER FOUR
THE KURDISH QUESTION AND PROSPECTS

A practical resolution of the Kurdish question requires a
stringent review of international legal concepts concerning
equality and self-determination of nations and peoples.

‘The principle of self-determination has its beginning during
the epoch of the bourgeois revolutions. Proclaming the principle
of nationality in the 19th century, the bourgeoisie, in its endea-
vors to establish its dominance, fought for.‘the creation of in-
dependent national states in Europe. However, within the frame-
work of European international law, this principle was not fully
recognized. The existence of multi—national European empires,
based on a colonial system, are facts running counter to the
principle of nationality.

Professor Yankov pointed out that during the period of the
bourgeois democratic.revolutions (17th and 18th centuries), the
idea of self-determination was confined towards recognition of
the so-called ,principle of nationality”. The principle proclaimed
the right of “the nations to form separate countries or states.
Characteristics of the content and significance of this principle
was its limitation, conventional and declarative character. In
practice, it concerned only the European nations, and only those
nations deemed civilized'. '

The October revolution became the step from which this
principle began to be realistically implemented. The basic docu-
ment in this respect was the Decree of Peace. This decree was
aimed against the colonial system of imperialism. However, this

particular brinciple of self-determination of nations and peoples
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proclaimed by the Soviet state ran against colonialism’s firm
opposition. Thanks solely to the unremitting struggle of the So-
viet Union and of the Socialist Countries, this principle, thirty
years later, became a norm of international law.

This principle was formulated (for the first time in an offi-
cial international document of universal significance) in Article
1, page 2 of the U.N.Charter: ,To develop Friendly Relations
Among Nations on the Basis of Respect for the Principle of
Equality and Self-Determination of Nations”.

In this case, however, reference was made toward tenden-
cies in international relations (to develop friendly relations).
Whereas the principle of equality and self-determination itseif,
was only indicated as a means of achieving\this end. In fact, if
there is no equality among all nations“on’ the principle of self-
determination, it would be difficult to establish friendly rela-
tions.

The XXVI General Assembly session of the United Nations
adopted the well knownyResolution No. 2787 of 1971 endorsing
the lawful struggles, ef\nations working for liberation from co-
lonial rule as well as_their own self-determination. One of the
texts pointed to'the effectiveness of the application of the prin-
ciple of self-determination in relation between states and na-
tions. The implementation of this principle guarantees observ-
ance of basic human rights and, at the same time, guaranteeing
world peace and security.

In practice, the principle of self-determination is materi-
alized through the Declaration granting independence to colo-
nial countries and peoples (Resolution 1514 of 14 December,
1960 [XV UN session]). According to point four: proceeding from




the belief that all nations have the unalienable right to freely
determine their individual destiny as well as exercise their sover-
eign rights and will over their whole territory. A necessity is
solemnly proclaimed concerning the elimination, at once, of co-
lonialism. In all its forms and manifestations, it declares:

1. The submission of peoples to foreign rule and domina-
tion and their exploitation is a negation of human rights, is at
variance with the principles of the UN and hinders the devel-
opment of cooperation and the establishment of peace in the
world;

2. All nations have the right to self-determination; by vir-
tue of this right they freely establish/their political status and
pursue their economic, social and cultural development;

3. The inadequacy of political; economic and social training
shall never be used as a pretext for delaying the attainment of
independence;

4. Any military actions’or repressive measures of any kind,
aimed against dependant nations must be stopped so that they
may be given an<opportunity to achieve and materialize their
right to complete independence, and the integrity of their ter-
ritory must be honored;

5. In territories under trusteeship, or without self-govern-
ment, as well as in all other territories that. have not yet at-
tained their independence, measures must immediately be taken
for handing over all power to the peoples of these territories
in accordance with their freely expressed will, without any pre-
conditions or reserves, regardless of race, religion or color of
the skin, so that they can enjoy their full freedom and inde-

pendence.
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From page 3 of the Declaration, it becomes obvious that
the distinction between people and nation, as drawn by some
fawyers, philosophers, political scientists, historians or ethno-
graphers, is irrelevant in international law. When international
law states: ,all peoples and nations have the right to self—deter-
mination”, it does not explain the differences between a ,people”
and a ,nation” or whether the independence granted to them
should be different in volume or degree. If, logically deduced,
this principle should be interpreted as follows:

— Whether (1) there indeed exists a people or a nation, is
solely a matter of concrete appraisal; (2) whether\independence
should be granted in all cases. For this reason,.the notion of
snation” will be interpreted in this expose to denote both ,na-
tion” and ,people”.

In its essential form, this problem is different when recog-
nizing both the nation and fighting people as the subject or
rights. Since the nation is not_a.state, it cannot be a full sub-
ject of international law. For.example, it cannot participate in
international law-making processes. However, present day law
recognizes that the yery nation is a subject of international law.
- Even though thesé ‘mations, in reality, may not have, as of yet,
attained its independence. In that case it is, to the highest ex-
tent, a subject of the right to self-determination. In this form
of relations, the subjectively necessary element itself is the fight-
ing nation and cannot be replaced by any other subject of in-
ternational law.

In this conteit, an additional question may arise — the
necessity of a nation to be a fighting one so that it could be
recognized as a subject of such rights. Without overlooking
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Lenin’s idea that national liberation revolutions are indications
of the highest degree, of an oppressed nation>. There is every
indication to believe, and accept, that the nation should be a
subject of international law, ipso facto, (by the very fact of its
existence). In addition, seif-determination, national liberation
and its separation, as an individual state, are all subjective rights
and the action is under no obligation to continue after their
realization.

The problem is a concrete and practical one. The recogni-
tion of the nation as a subject of international law, outside the
state on whose territory this nation stillclives, usually occurs
after the nation has begun to fight for the formation of a na-
tional state of its own. Recognition_is given to a representative
organization which heads the struggle. This representative or-
ganization can come in the form,of committees, provisional gov-
ernments, representations,(fronts, political parties and the like.
These organizational forms of the nation are bodies of its own
personification.

Thus for instance, the recognition on the part of the Otto-
man Empire, during the mid nineteenth century, before the libe-
ration of the\Bulgarian people, of an independent Bulgarian na-
tional Church produced the juridical effect of recognition of the
Bulgarian nation.

During the World War One, the governments of the Entente
recognized the Czech and Polish National Committees as being
vested with the right of political representation. The emergence
of a state, as a subject of international law can be juridically
recognized even before that country has acquired (1) defined

territory and (2) a built state mechanism?>.




During the Second World War, national committees and
other organs of resistance were formed on foreign territory by
Yugoslavia, Czechia, France, Denmark, Poland and others, which,
during the war evolved into governments under whose leader-
ship national armed forces were formed. During the seven year
long armed struggle of the Algerian people under the leader-
ship of the National Liberation Front, it found recognition
through the establishment of diplomatic relations with more
than twenty countries, inclusive of France herself*!

At the request of the Arab states, the XXIX session of the
U.N.General Assembly recognized the PLO as a ‘representative
political force. It also granted it permanent observer status in
the UN General Assemblys.

On the on hand de—jure, or de—facto, recognition by several
states is of a declarative character. It'also can be used as a
strong argument in a legal international dispute. Recognition
granted by the UN in its various forms, contains practicalities.
This means that if a fighting-nation is given access to the in-
ternational rostrum it can declare before the whole world, what
it wants and how it plans to achieve it.

On 19 December, 1966, the UN General Assembly adopted
two pacts on human rights — A Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural rights, and a Covenant on Civil and Political rights.
Article 1, Paragraph 1 of these treaties are identical in content

and read as follows: ,All peoples have the right to self-deter-

mination. By virtue of this right they freely restore. their politi-
cal status and freely determine their economic, social and cul-

tural development”.




Article 2, paragraph 2 entitles the people to dispose freely
of their natural wealth and resources. Paragraph 3 enjoins all
countries which have signed the pact to encourage realization
of the right to self-determination and to respect it. Article 2,
paragraph 2 enjoins all countries, party to the treaty, to guar-
antee the rights proclaimed in them shall be exercised without
any discrimination what-so—ever with regard to race, color of
skin, sex, language, religion, political, national or social origin,
property status and birth right.

The attempt at summing up this principle has been success-
fully accomplished in the Declaration on the-Principles of un-
ternational law concerning friendly relations and codperation
among nations in accordance with _ther UN Charter of 24 Oc-
tober, 1970. In this charter, the principle of self-determination
is formulated as a principle .of ‘equality and self-determination
of nations. The formulation/of the principle in Paragraph 1 coin-
cides with that of Article'1, paragraph 1 of the Covenant of
Human rights.

The second paragraph obliges 6ther countries to cooperate
in carrying out_ this principle in accordance with the UN Char-
ter.

Paragraph four formulates, in general, the mode of exercis-
ing the right to self-determination: ,The creation of a sovereign
and independent state, the free incorporation into an inde-
pendent state, or forming a union with it, or establishing of
every kind of a state, freely chosen by the people — these are
methods and means available to this people to exercise its right
to self-determination”.
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Paragraph five bans any acts of violence and entitles the
people which has become the target of such, to seek and re-
ceive assistance in line with the goals and principles of the UN
Charter. _

. The Declaration, interestingly, says nothing about the meth-
ods in which to achieve nationat liberation. Naturally, such ob-
jectives can hardly, in most cases, be achievéd by lawful mens
and methods. It is because of this that a collision between in-
ternal and international law occurs. For, in most cases, national
liberation can only be resolved by force — by a revolution or
popular uprising.

In fight of systematic interpretation of-Article 1, point 2 of
the UN Charter, the Declaration of 1970, and the Pacts of 1966
on human rights, wars of national liberation can be lawful ones.
In the case of a national liberation-war, the movement must be
(1) recognized by international law, (2) by recognized as a sub-

_ject of international law. If the two above mentioned points are
moot, the struggle will remain an internal political issue and
not be recognized asya national liberation movement.

The inference .to.be drawn from the above reasoning is the
right of the oppressed peoples to use all means, inclusive of an
armed struggle in order to achieve their liberation. A confirma-
tion of this principle is the ,Program of Action for Complete
Realization of the Declaration on Giving Independence to the
Colonial Countries and Peoples” adopted at the XXV Jubilee ses-
sion of the UN. They are granted ,the unalienable right to
struggle by all means at their command”®

Generally speaking, this quesﬁon is brought up an resolved
in the same manner in the Final Act of the Conference on Se-
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curity and Cooperation in Europe of 1 August, 1975 in Helsin-
ki.

It is obvious, utilizing the aforementioned points, that the
right to self-determination is the unalienable right of every
people, regardless of its stage of development, and that all other
countries must not only abstain from violating this right, but
must assist in its realization.

‘Examining the concept of self-determination from a juridi-
cal point of view, keeping in mind that self-determination is
the subjective right of all nations. It must be agreed that this
concept is a general and universal recognition of the juridical
and political possibilities for the UN ‘member countries to as-
sist in the realization of this right.

This form of recognition assumes wide proportions as the
principle of national self-determination becomes more firmly es-
tablished in international law. Professor Tunkin pointed out that
the nation, in its struggle-for the formation of an independent
state becomes the subject of international law. The recognition
of these organs‘is\nothing but an ascertainment of belligerent
nations as subject of international law’.

This notion — recognition of the fighting nation or national
resistance - emerged in history during the Second World War,
when the allies of Anti-Nazi Germany recognized the repre-
sentatives of the partisan liberation resistance against the Nazi
occupiers in France, Poland, Czechia and Yugoslavia. This prac-
tice earned juridical recognition, especially after the war, cul-
minating with the formation of the UN as an international or-
ganization. Thus this notion evolved into a principle of interna-
tional law. .



It is interesting to see how this principle is applied in the
third world and whether it is possible for the Kurdish nation,
as a fighting nation, be recognized as such and enter the course
of international relations. Here it is necessary to compare the
status of the Kurdish nation Liberation Movement with other
third world liberation movements during the post colonial peri-
od. With examination, we find that many liberation movements
became subjects of international relations and' took bart in the
representative bodies 6f the UN as well as international con-
ferences (PLO, SWAPO, POLISARIO, etc). The process of UN
recognition of these movements can be associated with several
accomodations found in Resolution 1514/XV!) (1960) giving inde-
pendence to the colonial countries and peoples. '

African liberation movements in (colonial Angcola, Namibia
and others were recognized and, invited to participate in the
UN. These movements originated from national colonies in bther
countries. Their representationin international organizations was
legally based on Resolution 1514/XVI.

The PLO acquired U.N. recognition without any great diffi-
culty. A turning point’ was Resolution 2535, adopted on 10.De-
cember, 1969 by, the General Assembly8. Outright recognition of
the Palestinian question, in addition to the Palestinian refugee
problem. This came as a result of their inalienable basic human
rights, made even worse as a result of deportation. Additional
aggressive actions, aimed against the refugees and residents of
the occupied territories, reaffirmed the unalienable rights of the
Palestinian people in the eyes of the international community.

On 6 December, 1971, the U.N. General Assembly made a
concrete step towards recognizing the right of self-determina-
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tion along with liberation movements being recognized as their
representatives. This was underlined in Resolution 2787, adopted’
by the General Assembly and supported by more than 2/3rds of
the members. The U.N. General Assembly decided that it: ,Af-
firms the legal character of the struggle of the peoples for self-
government and liberation from colonial or foreign domination
and oppression, especially of the peoples of Southern Africa and
of the Pélestinian peoble, which are, in every way, in agreement
with the U.N.Charter. This affirms the basic right of man to
fight for his people, under colonial or foreign_ rule. It also calls
on all bountries, dedicated to the idea of,freedom and peace,
to give their full political, moral and material support to those
people fighting for their liberation, self—determination and in-
dependence against colonial or foreign rute”®.

On 14 October, 1974, the U:N. General Assembly adopted
Resolution 3210 (XXIX) inviting the PLO, as a representative of
the Palestinian people, to-take part in the discussion held in the
General Assembly on\the problem of Palestine. That same year
the PLO’s representative in New York addressed the General As-
sembly on bhehalf of the Palestinian people. Resolution 9375
(XXX) adopted by the U.N. General Assembly on 16 November,
1975, provided the PLO the right to participate in all conferen-
ces and discussions on the Middle East issue, held under the
aegis of the U.N.

Polisario, as a representative of the national liberation move-
ment of Western Sahara was recognized by many international
organizations in the process of waging an armed struggle for

self-determination in the Western Sahara.



The Western Sahara was a colony of Spain. The U.N. General
Assembly adopted Resolution 3458 on 6 December, 1975 which
recognized. the unalienable rights of the people of the Western
Sahara to self-determination in accordance with Resolution 1514
(XV1/1960) on giving independence to the colonial countries and
peoplesw.

Prior to adopting this resolution, the General Assembly con-
sulted the International Court in the Hague on to juridical prob-
lems: (1) whether during the colonial period the Western Saha- '
ra had been a no-man’s land and (2) whether there had been
any official relation between the Western Sahara-and Morocco
or Mauritania. On 16 October, 1975, the International Court re-
jected the hypotesis that Western Sahara had been a no-man’s
land. The records of history show that. the king of Spain had
declared on 26 December, 1984, that the Sahara would be placed
under his protection in line with the agreement he had reached
with the local tribesmen. The“opinion of the cpurt, concerning
the second question, was as_follows: the legal méterials and in-
formation do not show ‘\any connection between the supreme
authorities on the territory of the Western Sahara and the King-
dom of Moroccovand Mauritania. The court found no official
relation of a kind affecting the implementation of Resolution
1514 (XV1)'". In February, 1982, it became a member of the OAU
and was recognized by twenty six countries'?.

if we should compare the position of the Kurdish National
Liberation Movement with the aforesaid national movement, it
becomes clear that the Kurdish question has not been equally
treated by the U.N. It is for this reason that the Kurdish Na-
tional Liberation Movcement has had no opportunity to utilize
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Resolution 1415 (XVII/1960) as juridical means of achieving in-
dependence. Furthermore, without U.N.Resolution 1415 (XVII),
the Kurdish nation cannot obtain the status of a colonial people.
It is a fact that the Kurdish National Liberation Movement will
have to overcome many dificulties before it is recognized by in-
" ternational organizations.

The right to self—determination and free existence of mil-
lion of Kurds needs not be left without international community
support. The Kurdish National Liberation Movement must re-
ceive the same international recognition as othgr liberation
movements have had in the past. Regrettably, as of this mo-
ment, the Kurdish meovement has ye't to ‘be recognized by the
U.N. and other international organizations. No government has
eXpressed any form of recognition-of-the Kurdish nation fight-
ing for national self-determination.

The international perspective of the ,colony” only applies to
all countries with- the exception of Kurdistan. The African na-
tional liberation movements represent people subjected to tradi-
tional colonial rule; ‘and SWAPO, for example, was recognized
by the OAU and.the U.N. (General Assembly Resolution 3111)
as the sole legitimate representative of the Namibian people. It
became virtue with Resolution 1415 of 1960'3.

The liberation movement in Angola, Mozambique and other
countries used Resolution 1514 (XVI) as juridical means of achiev-
ing recognition in their self-determination and independence
processes.

In regards to the Palestinian issue, recognition by the U.N.
was achieved by two major factors. The first — the Palestinian
question is not a new issue for the U.N. In 1947, the British



government requested the U.N. General Assembly to open dis-
cussion on the Palestinian issue. A special commision was ap-
pointed in April 1947. The majority of the commission suggested
that (1) Palestine be divided into two states: Arab and Jewish
and (2) the creation of a neutral territory, inclusive of Jerusa-
lem, under international control. This plan, although adopted by
the General Assembly on 29 November, 1947, was not carried
out'. In 1948, the creation of Israel was declared by the U.N.
A new Palestinian issue was then raised: the problem of Pales-
tinian refugees. Thus the U.N. had to deal with various forms
and stages of the Palestinian issue. The latest stage being (1)
the recognition of the PLO as a representative of the Palesti-
nian people, (2) the PLO’s right to participate in various U.N.
organs, (3) the right to self ruie and (4) the formation of a Pa-
lestinian state.

The second factor is political. Support rendered by the Arab
states in all international forms, the enhancement of the role
of the PLO in the Middle«East and the admittance, as full mem-
ber, of a Palestinian ‘representative of the conference of non-
aligned states are examples of support given to the Palestinian’s
right to self-rule.

The Kurdish problem and the Kurdish national liberation
movement, unlike the PLO, SWAPOQ, POLISARIO and other libe-
ration movements, has yet to be treated by the U.N. as a prob-
lem of a nation fighting for its national rights. Neither has the
U.N. passed a single resolution on the Kurdish question. This
question is still regarded as the internal problem of the coun-
tries that divided Kurdistan.
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The development of the juridical aspect of the Kurdish ques-
tion is an element of greate importance for its future resolu-
tion. This juridical aspect is defined by the position of the juridi-
cal status of the Kurdish National novement. U.N.Resolution
1514 /XVI1/1969/ and other resolutions should be treated as a sub-
stantial support, easing the solving of the problems of human
rights and self-determination for a number of national libera-
tion movements, and they are important stages of their devel-
opment and future victory.

Although there are common universal‘ international; princi-
ples concerning the right to self-determination, they need not
be the same legal means employed by other national liberation
movements. The Kurdish National Liberation Movement has its
own Peculiarities and its own legal status. On the other hand,
each national liberation movement has its own objective and
subjective conditions under which it becomes a subject of these
relations.

| would like to examine these objective and subjective fac-
tors from their_juridical and political aspects in order to find
out if these factors exist; if there is a Kurdish national move-
ment, how'could it use them in the interest of the Kurdish
people, when the Kurdish problem is placed on the international
arena and conditions are created for the resolution.

The aforementioned facts give us ground to seek a solution
and a way, out of the situation in which the Kurdish National
Liberation Movement now stands. One must bear in mind the
fact that it is not yet regarded as a subject of international re-
lations and has not received international recognition by virtue
of Resolution 1514 for the movement has not attained the status
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of a colonial people. The list of decolonization does not men-
tion the Kurdish territory as a colony.

Bearing in mind the dificult situation in which the Kurdish
National Liberation Movement stands, we should strive for in-
ternational recognition of the Kurdish problem.

1. The Kurdish problem must be recognized as an interna-
tional problem, and not as an internal problem of the countries
occupying Kurdish territory. Steps must be taken toward rec-
ognizing this problem not as a minority issue, but as the prob-
lem of a nation which is equal with the other nations with
which it co—exists.

2. The principle of self-determination of the Kurdish nation
must be set as the slogan of this movement, and it must unan-

imously be pursued. It is not necessarycfor this aim to be set:
by all Kurdish parties. It would be enough if one or several par-
ties accept this common goal and)form a united front to work
for its achievement. This could)take place in some part of Kur-
distan, but it would be \necessary for a united front of all, or
at least of the majority of the Kurdish political parties to be
formed in the near- future.

In view of, the 'present political situation and the new pol-
itical thought, this goal could be proclaimed and pursued by a
student organization, for instance, representing the Kurdish in-
telligensia, thus becoming a political factor°. ‘

The concept shared by some of our political parties and per-
sonalities, concerning the principle of self-determination, could
not possibly be upheld in the international arena prior to for-
mation of a Kurdish political ‘congress. This would take too
much time for reality shows. that inter—party differences need
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to be éddressed first. It provides quarantees for positive results
but misses the favourable international conditions at present for
resolving regional problems.

The linkage of the principle of self-determination to the
Kurdish problem gives rise to the following questions:

1. What does the right of self-determination signify?

2. What is the present state of affairs in the light of the
Iegél significance of self-determination?

3. What is the significance of the right to self-determina-
tion for the Kurds?

4. Do the Kurds have the right to self-determination and
what are the possibilities for its being exercised?

5. What are the forms in which_the right to self-determi-
nation can be realized?

HISTORICAL REFERENCE TO THE NOTION OF
SELF-DETERMINATION

The rights to¢self-determination proclaimed by the French
Revolution 0f~1789, along with the great ideas of freedom,
equality, fraternity, sovereignty of the people, is of intransin-
gent significance for the emergence and affirmation of the prin-
ciple of equality and self-determination of nations.

The Manifesto of Sylvan Marshall, also known as the Mani-
festo of Equality, reads: ,The stimuli which awaken the peoples
are always the same; there is no human being in the world who
would agree to live as a slave and that is why injustice is a
prime necessity and concern of man, and a prime convention
for any legal organization; that is why we herewith declare that

56 —




we shall live and die equal, as we are born, we want genuine
equality or death. That is all we need — to form a republic with
equality for ali” 16,

The French Revolution, proclaiming these principles with
the idea that government must be founded on the free will of
the people determined the content of self~determination, the
unified and indivisible nature of principle of equality and self-
determination of the nations, the indissoluble connection be-
tween the two composite elements. To recognize and apply the
one indirectly signifies recognition and application of the other
as well'’.

The recognition of equality between nations)requires respect
for their sovereignty: recognition of their right to self-determi-
nation. At the same time realization of‘the right of people to
self-determination is a pre~condition for equality between them.
While one can infer from the principle of equality that the sub-
jugation of one nation by another is unlawful. The right to self-
determination actually means that every nation is equal in rights
with all other nations; regardless of quantitative variations.

The notion of self~-determination was more clearly defined
during and after.the First World War.

President Wilson contributed to the formulation of this no-
tion. On 22 February, 1918, in a report to Congress, Wilson
referred to the term ,self~determination” by pointing out that
nations striving for self-determination must be respected. He
reaffirmed that nations can be governed solely in accordance
with their will and consent. Wilson declared that the notion of

self-determination must become an imperative principle of ac-

57 -




tion and therefore it would be dangerous for states not to take
it into consideration'8,

In the context of the French Revolution, self-determination
is expressed as a democratic ideal, President Wilson lent is
greater depth, but still failed to define its content, inclusive of
the right to separation.

It is a fact that the concept of self-determination is not
clearly defined by Wilson. However, the idea of self-determina-
tion has become a great force in international life, in as much
as a President of such a country as the United States supported
and upheld it.

Wilson’s idea earned popularity in the (world and especially
in Europe; the social democratic parties ‘proclaimed this idea in
their program and concept. Social democratic parties held a con-
gress in Zurich in August 1930.(They stated, in one of their do-
cuments, their positions concerning the right to self determina-
tion and expressed support for their national liberation move-
ment. The text of the ‘document, however, declared the concept
of self-determination-of nations by specifying that it must be
exercised by peaceful means, without resorting to other means,
inclusive of a revolutionary armed struggle, for armed struggles
would lead to many wars throughout the world'®. Wilson’s idea
and the social democrats’ program later became the doctrine of
the League of Nations. They viewed the nation of self-determi-
nation in light of these documents, and, in particular, Wilson’s
statements. It is not only by chance that he assumed the chair-
manship of the Commission for setting up the League of Na-
tions, and did a great amount of work in the formulation of its

Charter. The world associates the League of Nations with
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Woodrow Wilson. At sessions of the Versailles Peace Conference,
Wilson insisted that the question of the German colonies and
of the occupied Turkish lands be resolved within the framework
- of the League of Nations?.

Here we should note the fact that he had made no specific
proposals with regard to self-determination, since it was not
within the competence of the peace conference to make pro-
nouncements on the rights of nations in general, with the ex-
ception of those on the territories of the vanguished empires
(the territories under trustsheep). The concept of self-determi-
nation was placed in light of the bourgeois doctrine.

Reviewing the concept of self-determination in light of Mar-
xist-Leninist teaching on national sovereignty, Lenin pointed out
that, unlike the liberal ideology of the bourgeois, Marxism de-
clared the equality of nations in reality. Lenin explained that
the nation is not a class notion_but rather incorporates both
the bourgeoisie and proletariate. At the same time, equality of
nations means the sovereign right of every nation. In the pro-
cess of liberation from.national oppression, the sovereignty of
the nation is manifested with implementation of the principle
of self-determination, according to Lenin: , All nations have the
right to self-determination. Every nation must acquire the right
to self-determination and this will be conductive to the self-
determination of the working people themselves 2'. Lenin made
a particularly contribution towards the development and enrich-
ment of this notion, especially in practical implementation. For
the complete realization of this concept in social life, Lenin lais,
the main stress on the democratic character of the social and
state system as a necessary condition for the realization of the
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right to self-determination in a multi-national state. As early as
1913 he wrote: ,In order that all nations may live together free-
ly and part in peace, when they find this convenient and form
a state of their own, full democracy is needed, defended by the
working class, without any privileges for any nation, that is the
principle of the worker's democracy”zz.

Long before the victory of the Revolution, Lenin called at-
tention to the social democrats that victorous socialism must
ensure total democracy. It should not only ensure full equality
for the oppressed peoples in their quest for self-determination,
but also the right to free political separation.” He wrote: ,The
socialist parties which fail to prove with all.their activities, now,
during the revolution and after its victory that they will set free
the enslaved nations and will build) their attitude to them on
. the basis of free union, and free) union is a false phrase with-
out the freedom of a separate-such party, would commit an act
of treason to socialism”3,'In another work of his, Lenin pointed
out: ,valuable to us is\only the voluntary union, and never the
one imposed by force, because the more democratic a state sys-
tem is, and the‘closer its position is to the full freedom of sep-
aration, the rarer and weaker in practice will be the striving for
separation”24.

Lenin’s views and concepts are of particular interest when
examining the nation’s right to self-determination. Later, after
the revolution this concept assumed, in practice, particular sig-
nificance. It was proven and applied in practice in the process
of the State and National construction of the USSR and other
socialist countries when dealing with the national problem. Later
this concept became a program of action of the Marxist, demo-



cratic and progressive forces throughout the world. At the same
time, it was an integral part of the ideology of the proletariate
in the capitalist countries in their struggle for national and class
liberation. In this context, Lenin wrote: ,The class solidarity
among workers from different countries and nations is impos-
ible without recognizing the right to self-determination”?®.
V.l.Lenin'’s formulation on the right to self-determination and
factual equality of nations has hecome an integral part of scien-
tific communist theory.

The task of enduring factual equality of individual nations,
with their right to self-determination, became .a“considerable
part of the Bolshevik’s program after the victory of the Revol-
ution, ’ :

They were confirmed and incorporated in a number of party
documents, including the drafts of a program of the R.C.P. on
national policies which were submitted to the VIl Party Con-
gress. Special resolutions on_the national problem were passed
at the Xth and Xlith congresses of the R.C.P.%° The most im-
portant documentss laid the normative and constitutionally sig-
nificant foundations<was the Declaration on the Rights of the
Peoples in Russianlt'proclaimed equality and sovereignty of the
peoples of Russia with the right to free self-determination, in-
clusive of separation and formation of an independent state.
One example of the principle was concretized on 4 December,
1917. The Soviet government recognized, in a manifesto, the
right to self-determination and independence of the Ukrainian
Republic along with the right to secede from the Federation. A
second example is found in the decree of 18 December, 1917:
Finland’s right to self-determination and separation. A third
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example was the decree of 31 December, 1917: Armenia’s right
to self—determination27.

The Soviet State turned the principle of equality and self-
determination of nations from a program item of the Socialist
Revolution into a basic principle of its internal and external na-
tional policies. These basic, yet important principles, were duly
noted and expressed in the R.S.F.S.R. Constitution of 1918.

Since its very emergence, the Soviet Union has been con-
sistently endeavoring, on the international arena, for the recog-
nition of the juridical binding character of the principle of
equality and self-determination of the nations as a universal
principle of international law. Thus theystruggle had assumed
various forms in international relations - ideological as well as
diplomatic.

Under the influence of Lenin; the question of national self-
determination has taken a prominent political place. This con-
cept was not only adopted.in the internal political activities of
Marxists but also by the international worker’s movement. Pro-
fessor Yankov pointed’ out that the basic principles and formu-
lations in Lenin’s-teaching of equality and self-determination of
nations are a great contribution in (1) Marxist—Leninist theory,
(2) revolutionary strategy, (3) tactics of the international wor-
kers and (4) the communist movement. At the same time, they
have, in many respects, served as a starting point in the forma-
tion of the internationally accepted principles of equality and
self-determination of nations. The composite elements of the
aforementioned principle worked out by Lenin, have had decisive
influence on the policy of the Soviet State concerning the na-

tional question as well as influencing its position in interna-



tional relations. The program’s principle and theories, scientifi-
cally expounded by Lenin, have also served as the political foun-
dation of the actions of Soviet foreign policy. This was at a
time when creation of new principles and norms within inter-
national law. The normative content had to be defined along-
side the applicability and juridical significance of these prob-
lemszs.

The victory of the October Revolution, and the emergence
of the Soviet State as a full subject of international law, out-
lined a new stage in the ideological development of equality
and self-determination in the international arena. Yankov classi-
fied this process, or evolution, in two stages: The first stage:
Program application of the socialist revolution, vis—a—vis the
equality and self-determination of the\nations and peoples, is a
guiding constitutional principle insthe construction of the new
socialist state. The first stage of transformation into a juridica!l
principle of a state: law character, is of a great importance for
future evolution and recogniition as a normative beginning in
the regulation of relations between states and nations which
are in the process-of-a national liberation struggle. The second
stage: the nest'important element in the development of the
principle of equality and self-determination, is marked by its
evolution into a principle of international law. This can be found
with this principle being elevated to a basic principle of Soviet
foreign policy. In this way, from both an ideological position
and political slogan of the proletariate in its struggle against
the bourgeois capitalist system, equality and self-determination
began to be recognized as a juridical rule for conduct between

states. This process of transformation underwent two phases:
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from partial recognition to a normative principle of international
law. This was ultimately affirmed as a universally recognized
principle of international law?®,

Lenin’s theory of the national question became a principle
in the foreign policy of the Soviet State for the affirmation and
juridical éstablishment of the principle of equality and self-deter-
mination of all oppressed peoples on the planet by exposing the
trusteeship system of the League of Nations.

Lenin had described this system as the first case in world
history of endorsing plunder, slavery, dependence, poverty and
destitution30. An analysis of this system, applied to territories
under foreign rule or dependent on foreign powers, shows that
this couid be a system upholding the imperialistic designs for
(1) distribution of these lands and’(2) the exploitation of the
peoples living on them. On ‘this' matter, the Soviet Union has
on many occasion expressed its negative stance concerning the
League of Nations. Lenin.regarded it as a system violating the
very principles of national equality and self-determination.

It should be: stressed that the efforts of the USSR during
this period did’not lead to the recognition and affirmation of
this principle’ in international relations. The principle started
gaining ground only after the Second World War, especially after
the institution of the U.N. in the post-war period. At the con-
stituent conference of the U.N., the Soviet Union played an ac-
tive role in the adoption of this principle as part of the U.N.
Charter. The U.N. Charter declared as one of the main aims of
the world organization: insurance of equality and self-determi-
nation of nations as a universally recognized principle of the

most authoritative international organization. Articles 1 and 55
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proclaim that all nations are equal and therefore have the right
to self-determination. Article 1, point 2 of the Charter provides
for the development of the friendly relations among nations on
the basis of respect for the principle of equality and self-deter-
mination of nations. In Chapter IX: ,International, Economic and
Sacial Cooperation (Article 55 of the Charter), the same prin-
ciple is embeded in the foundationss not only of the friendly
relations among nations, so that it could be conductive to
Juniversal respect” and honoring the rights of man, and the
basic liberties of all, regardless of race, language and religion”.
This virtually established a direct link between ‘the principle of
equality and self-determination of nations-andthe principle of
respect for human rights and basic human liberties. Apart from
that, Article 2 contains a number of direct obligations on the
part of the member countries in_connection with the fulfillment
of the aims and tasks of the organization stemming from Ar-
ticle 1 and 55 had indirectly‘visualizing the principle of equality
and self-determination of nations. '

It should be pointed out here the priority given to the prin-
ciple of self—-determination and equality of nations as objects of
the U.N. are fermulated in Article 1, which shows the great im-
portance attached to it, and its p.riority above the other princi-
ples of the U.N.

The Second International Act, concerning the principle of
self-determination, worth mentioning in this respect is the res-
olution adopted by the U.N. General Assembly in 1960 at the
© XVth session. The Declaration for giving independence to the
colonial countries and peoples occupied a particularly import-
ant place as a source of international law. This declaration has
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served as a political and juridical foundation for the reaffirm-
ing the principle of equality and self-determination.

Highly important towards the affirmation of the principle
of equality and self-determination of nations is the fact that it
has been incorporated into two other major sources of interna-
tional law: by the Covenants on human rights, adopted by the
U.N. General Assembly in 1966. Article 1 of either Pact pro-
claims the identical principle: ,,All nations have the right to self—
determination”. By virtue of this right they freely establish their
political status, economic, social and cultural development.

The Declaration of the principles of international law en-
dorsed the principle of equality and self<determination of na-
tions, a found in today’s main principle in international law.
THis declaration marks the highestistage in the process of univer-
sal recognition of this principlé’as one of the juridical rules of
conduct valid for all states:

The principle has been.confirmed and sanctioned in numer-
ous international documents, inclusive of the Final Act of Hel-
sinki (1975). This .being the political will of the European na-
tions in defensé-of the principles of (1) equality, (2) self-deter-
mination and \(3) recognition of the juridical binding force of
principles. These principles also serve as (1) juridical grounds
for rendering aid to newly liberated nations and (2) as a juridi-
cal device for drawing attention of the international public and
the international organization for taking measures against the
offenders of this international principle. Thus this concept has
been transformed into a juridical expression and thus providing
legal protection of the subjective rights and rights of self-deter-

mination of all opressed peoples.
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CHAPTER FIVE

WHAT DOES THE RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION MEAN
FOR THE KURDS?

From its earliest conception, the Kurdish ethnic community
has been enslaved by invaders of Kurdistan. Thehﬁ,ﬁéﬂ)ﬁﬁ- e\
Kurds is a lasting conflict and fight against }Ke)g\ The Kurdist:.;
resistance turned into a form of self preé@ﬁ@tion. Throu 7
strong nationalism, it is proving a powerful 5;&2§?ﬂ ‘é@)‘;ﬁ}‘iw‘uéﬁ
for the Kurdish self-determination. During the fe.lvjnagilp;eriod,
most characteristics of the Kurds were their attémpts to form
purely Kurdish units. Throughout the 17th and ‘the 19th cen-
turies, the Kurds were constantly fighting/ for the creation of
an independent state and voicing their(free will.

The French Revolution engendered hope for national and
social justice for all enslaved natiohs. It was only after 1789,
when Freedom, Equality and Brotherhood were accepted as basic
principles. It was only withi-these concepts that nationalism be-
came a revolutionary force combined with the requirements for
serving humanism, 'social justice and democracy, and to find its
continuation in the patriotism of the bourgeois-democratic rev-
olution.

The leader of the Great Socialist Revolution, Lenin, in his
book on the right of nations to self-determination, dwelled on
the influence of the economic and social-political factors as giv-
ing rise to the idea of self-determination of the nations and de-
fining its development as a political program of the bourgeois-
democratic revolution. According to Lenin the origin of this idea
should be sought during the period of feudalism’s decay and

growth of capitalism when the whole world has been caught
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in the flames of national liberation movements'. Lenin pointed
out that ,the economic basis of these movements is grounded
in the fact that for the complete victory of commodity produc-
tion it has been necessary for the bourgeoisie to conquer the
home market and to unite all people speaking one language and
living on the same territory, as well as to remove the obstacles
hindering the development of that language and literature”. Thus
the formation of national state is an objective social-economic
prerequisife for overcoming the feudal disunity and narrow—min-
dedness and is one of the major conditions for the development
of the capitalist social system. That is why.in\its struggle against
" feudalism, the bourgeoisie put up the idea for the creation of a
national state as a main program item, for an anti—-feudal, bour-
geois—democratic revolution.

The ideas of the French Revolution for the people’s sover-
eignty and their right to self~determination were the reason for
the outbreak of the Botan-uprising in the Kurdish lands in 1821,
under the leadership“of Amir Badruhanz. In his program and
strategy, the idea of “the liberation of Kurdistan and the forma-
tion of an independent state was expressed in his appreciation
for the creation of a confederation of all feudal Kurdish units.

He created a revolutionary program for the organization of
a modern state with everything necessary for its functioning.
This event could be considered as turning points in the devel-
opment of the idea of self-determination for the Kurds in the
political sense of the concept. Badruhan’s attempt in gaining
national independence, although unsuccessful, determines the
prospective strategy of the Kurdish National Liberation Move-

ment,
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At the beginning of the twentieth century, the idea of self-
determination for the Kurds began to take a more topical shape
and entered a new stage of development. The spreading of this
idea among the Kurdish intelligentsia and the Kurdish students
residing outside the country, became a leading argument and a
prerequisite for political and propaganda activities and organiz-
ing of political parties and cultural associations. These organiz-
ations had as their basic concept and program .item, the right
to Kurdish self—-determination. This concept gave the direction
of the Kurdish strugg|e3.

The stage, in the development of this concept, could be con-
sidered as a crucial moment for the Kurdish National Liberation
Movement, therefore, being transformed into a principal pro-
gram for all Kurdish political organizations and cultural associ-
ations. Characteristic of Kurdish pelitical thought at that peri-
od was to accomplish their right to self-determination, that is
to say, the right to form a state of their own. The Kurds were
expecting eventual foreign help but were not relying on self-
organising and the forming of Kurdish institutions. The Kurdish
people have been_a.good fighting trim most of the time but
they have very oftéen manifested weakness in the field of diplo-
macy. The Kurds have alawys used foreign elements to repre-
sent them at international forums. Armenian organizations, for
instance, have tried to do that without success. This confirms
our view.

The idea of self-determination for the Kurds received new
contents and significance after the October Revolution. The
democratic principle for solving the national problem and par-

ticularly for equality for all nations formulated by Lenin, turned
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into a principle of the Socialist Revolution and began its actual
development. It found expression in the Peace Decree and other
documents of the Soviet State. Another important moment in
this aspect was the denunciation of the colonizing intentions of
the capitalist states of the small peoples and the declaring as
invalid the secret treaties concluded against the will of these
peoples by Russia. As a result of this important event, condi-
tions were changed in favor of oppressed people and their na-
tional liberation movements were stepped up. Doctor Ghassem-
lou pointed out in his book, ,Kurdistan and Kurds”, that im-
mediately after the end of World War One,{energetic activities
of Kurdish organizations began to popularize and actualize the
Kurdish issue whose main aim and only slogan was the creation
of an independent Kurdistan in compliance with the right of
every nation to self-determination 4

Here | would like to mention two important events reflect-
ing the development of seif-determination” of the Kurds. The
first being of internal character, and the second - of interna-
tional significancefor the Kurdish people.

In 1919, under the leadership of Sheikh Mahmud Berezend-
ji, an indepeendent state was declared in the town of Suleyma-
niey. Berezendji was appointed as a governor and a Kurdish gov-
ernment was formed under British protection. Berezendji, who
called himself ,King of Kurdistan” in 1923, had aspirations for
complete self-determination of the country without Turkish and
British interference. This soon became the reason for a conflict
between him and the British occupiers. The struggle for the in-
dependent Kurdistan continued until 1929. 1 would like to lay
emphasis on a step taken by Mahmud Berezendji at that time,




namely he sent a letter to the leader of the October Revolution,
Lenin, asking for support of the struggle for independence. Re-
gretably, and without clear reasons, he received no positive
answer.

The event, of international significance was the participa-
tion of a Kurdish delegation, led by Sharif Pasha, at the Paris
Peace Conference which was the first international forum in-
cluding the consideration of the Kurdish question. Thus the
Treaty of Sevre, which was part of the Versailles Treaty, be-
came the most important turning point, on an international level,
in Kurdish history. Although this Treaty was not‘an expression
of the desire of the Kurds, in its minimal concept, it was an in-
ternational recognition of the Kurdish question.

The articles of the Treary dealing with“the right of the Kurd-
ish people to self-determination (62-64) announced that if the
Kurds, as a nation, could prove ‘within a yéar that they were
capable of being independent; _the right to self-determination
would be granted to them 5 This Treaty never came into force
and the Turkish goverament began to wage a war against the
Kurdish people, killing”thousands.

The striving, and ambition of the Kurdish National Libera-
tion Movement, and the struggle from the beginning of the
twentieth century to World War Two, were aimed at abolishing
foreign domination and gaining national sovereignty, irrespec-
tive of the various interpretations.

According to some historians, writing about the political
formation of the strategy and tactic of the Kurds, their struggle
did not comp;ly with contemporally directions in comparison with

other national liberation movements like those of the Arabs,




Turks or Armenians. Here, | think, the problem is up to the class
structure of the leadership and the degree of political maturity.
Therefore, the shortcomings of the Kurdish National Liberation
Movement, according to me, are due to the following factors:

1. The existence of strong feudal relations in the Kurdish
society, that is to say a lack of a bourgeois class, in an econ-
omic sense of the word, ambitious to organize a national mar-
ket and state.

2. Lack of unity in the ranks of the Kurdish intelligentsia at
that period of the development of the Kurdish National Libera-
tion Movement. This ,illness” is still pestering/the Kurdish Na-
tional Liberation Movement. The Kurdish' intelligentsia is not
fully aware of the necessity to have a definite program and is
not yet up to the requirements of ‘the present day.

3. These movements have never had a preliminary program
for a social-economic reformation.

Another important. moment in the development and endor-
sement of the concept of self-determination in the program and
strategy of the Kurdish National Liberation Movement, comes
in the form of(an“Association, ,HOIBON”.

After the defeat of Sheikh Sa’aid Pieran’s uprising in 1925
(in Turkey), its participants scattered all over Europe or found
refuge in neighbouring countries. A year after the uprising, the
Kurdish National Liberation Movement gathered its strength
again and a Congress was held in Lebanon consisting in all Kurd-
ish patriots and organizations. Thus, in 1926, this ,HOIBON” was
initiated — a united political Association — with participation of
delegates of all Kurdish organizations and circles. A program of

liberation of Kurdistan and the formation of an independent
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Kurdish state was adopted. A national army was organized and
the national leadership of a new popular uprising was elected.
Regretably, this uprising was a failure. In spite of the catastro-
phic result of this uprising, it’s a turning point in the Kurdish
National Liberation Movement and its strategy for self-determi-
" nation. The international significance of this uprising was
brought about by the Protest Declaration, sent to the Bureau
of the Socialist International sitting in Zurich. This protest of
30 August, 1930 against the Turkish repressions and crimes to-
wards the Kurdish rebels and population, called on the Turkish
government to grant to the Kurds the right to self-determina-
tion®. )

Dwelling on the concept of self-determination, at different
stages of the development of the Kurdish National Liberation
Movement, | arrive at the conclusion’that this concept has been
the main objective of the Kurdish 'uprisings and organizations
prior to, and after, the Lausanne Treaty of 1923 when Kurdis-
tan became disunited. '

The Kurdish national’ self-consciousness has been getting
stronger and their determination for national consolidation even
bigger after the artifical division of Kurdistan. In confirmation
of my words, | will give some facts. M.Bohrilov, a Soviet author,
pointed out, in connection with the Mossul problem, that there
is no doubt at all that the idea of liberation and creation of a
united Kurdistan was behind the 1925 uprisings. All Kurdish up-
risings in the period between the two wars were fought to es-
tablish an independent Kurdistan and they had the aim to se-

cure the Kurdish self—determination7.
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Another fact referred to the Referendum in 1921 for ap-
pointment of the Iraqi crown. The town of Sulaimaniya, how-
ever, which was the center of the Kurdish National Liberation
Movement at that time, refused to participate in the Referen-
dum. The population of the town, and the district, rejected to
join Iraq8.

Now | would like to analyze the facts and events and to
make a conclusion in connection with the gradual actualization
of the concept of Kurdish national self-determination. Proving
this, are the coordinating activities between_the Simko revolt,
in Eastern Kurdistan in 1922 (Iran), and the‘revoit of Mahmud
Berezendji from Southern Kurdistan (Iraq).

At the same time the intellectuals from the town of Sulai-
maniya established ,,HiWA” (HOPE)\~ a political organization.

At that historical moment{.a new political figure appears -
Mustafa Barzanig, who followed the steps of Sheikh Mahmud
until the formation of.The Kurdish Revival Commettee”. That
is another testimony.to, the century long struggle for self-deter-
mination.

Now, | would like to give more details about the Commit-
tee’s objective and subjective factors which had influenced these
events in the Kurdish National Liberation Movement and to con-
firm once again, the correctness of the idea of self-determina-
tion in the interest of the Kurdish people.

The Kurdish National Liberation Movement, in accordance
with the international situation and the development of the in-
ternational relations, has supported the struggle of all oppressed
natigns for self-determination, as Professor Yankov pointed

out'%. This was given expression in two international acts. In
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1933, in Montevideo, the so—called Convention on the Rights
and Obligations of the States was issued. Article 3 of this Con-
vention reads that, when a state is not internationally recog-
nized, it nevertheless has the right to political independence,
expressing the free will of its institution.

Another International Act, is the Atlantié Charter of 14 Au-
gust, 1941 which contains decrees about the right of a nation
to choose forms of goverment and, particularly, about the de-
prived nations having the right to have them restored.

Another favourable condition for the appearance of the
»,Kurdish Revival Commettee” was the entering into Iran Kurdis-
tan of the Soviet Army in 19417, A year Jlater; the abovemen-
tioned organization of the Kurdish patriots was created with
the representation from all parts of Kurdistan. National leader-
ship and national commettees were-chosen, whose program and
slogan was the consolidation of the Kurdish nation into an in-
dependent state. This act marked the perfect stage of develop-
ment and endofsement of the Kurdish struggle for self-deter-.
mination, answering jin_that way the subjective and objective
conditions of the Kurdish National Liberation Movement.

There is no‘denying the fact that all political and juridical
prerequisites for the realization of that Kurdish legitimate right
to self-determination were present at that period and it was
only correct to continue that policy after the Second World
War. »

After the War, the tendency to endorse the right to national
self-determination became a principle of international law and
found its place in the U.N.Charter as one of Fhe basic princi-
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ples of the Organization. This fact gave great hope to oppressed
nations to materialize their legitimate rights.

Contrary to these tendencies, the above mentioned strate-
gy of the Kurdush National Liberation Movement was replaced
with the request for autonomy in Iran. This political state was
strongly influenced by the meeting in Baku (ASSR), in 1945, of
the leaders of the ,Kurdish Revival Commettee” with Stalin’s
representatives who reccommended this political course.

In my opinion, this decision was a step backward for the
Kurdish National Liberation Movement and even today its fatal
consequences can be felt. In this way ,Stalinism” set its mark
on the Kurdish National Liberation Movement not only in Iranian
Kurdistan, but in the whole of Kurdistan.

At the beginning of the 1980s, however, the concept of
sself-determination” once again- became topical in the political
vocabulary of Kurdish partiés-and organizations, particularly in
Northern Kurdistan (Turkey), and in other parts of Kurdistan.
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CHAPTER SIX

THE RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION OF THE KURDS AND
OPPORTUNITIES FOR ITS REALIZATION

Today the world faces a new political situation. The in-
fluence of the new political thinking inevitably finds reflection
in the juridical field. The development of international relations
needs to be re—considered from a new point of view. A num-
ber of problems have been left without solution over the course
of decades.

We have all grounds to think that both juridical and politi-
cal prerequisites for discussing the Kurdish problem are on their
way to be summoned before the court of world public opinion |
(in a broad sense), and before interpational bodies, organizations
and institutions (in the narrow sense).

The Kurdish question has ‘existed for centuries. The very ex-
istence of this question is\on the threshold of the third mille-
nium. For a modern society, this question forms a striking an-
achronism. Over 25million Kurds inhabit the territories which
are divided among four states. These countries do not even pro-
vide the Kurds\with elementary human rights, nor do they allow
politically grounded rights to self-determination and disposition.

Hope inspires the progress achieved in finding a solution of
the Palestinian question, irrespective of the understandable re-
sistance of some circles in Israel. Very soon, the Palestinians
will receive compensation for their longing for the creating a
state of their own. This will be a logical result of the recent
realistic stand of the Great Powers, and world community, by




their recignition of the PLO as the sole legitimate representative
of the Palestinian people.

A solution of the Palestinian question places on the agen-
da the more complicated issue of the Kurdish self-determina-
tion. The liquidation of the hotbed between Israel and Pales-
tine, inevitably, will orientate world attention to the neighbour-
ing one, languishing for decades in the shadow of the former.
In the light of new political thinking, it is imposible to ignore
a large scale conflict as the Kurdish one. It is historically ine-
vitable ,that aggravating conflicts, provoked by refusing liberty
or creating obstacles on the way to freedom of\such peoples
be a serious threat to world peace”.

The ‘Declaration for Granting Independence to the Colonial
Countries and Peoples, adopted on 14 December, 1960 by the
U.N. General Assembly, reads in point 1, that ,foreign domina-
tion of the nations and their exploitation is a denial of the basic
human rights and runs counter’to the U.N. Charter, hindering
the development of the‘international cooperation and estab-
lishing of lasting peacétall'over the world”. Nowadays, no proper
government would dare to contest these formulations'.

A certain ambiguity exists, however, in connection with
identification of Kurdistan as a colonial or dependent state and
of the Kurdish nation — as one subjected to traditional colonial
rule. A brief historical reference would be enough to prove that
there is no place for doubt.

It is a well-known fact that Turkey is a successor of the
‘oldest colonial state in Europe and Asia, the Ottoman Empire.
Iran, Irag and Syria, as colonial territories of the British Empire,
were formed by the latter on the principle ,Divide and Rule!”.
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In keeping with this principle, Kurdistan was torn to pieces. In
fact, its colonial existence continued not within the framework
of two colonial Empires (Ottoman and Great Britain) but with-
in the framework of four independent states (Turkey, Iran, Iraq
and Syria). The tearing apart of the 25 million strong Kurdish
nation, therefore, is a deliberate act of those political circles
interested in maintaining tension in the Middle East region with
its extremely rich oil resource. The aim of these Powers is to
manipulate and to engage in additional conflicts. The colonial
status has been dropped off only for the dominating nations,
while the Kurds staying in Turkey, Iran, Irag.and Syria remain
dependent as under the British and Ottoman Empires. The only
difference was that instead of being, divided into two, Kurdis-
tan was even more disunited when)it was divided into four.
Bearing this in mind, we«should admit that the Declaration
on Granting Independence ‘to-the Colonial Countries and Peo-
ples is fully applicable to_the Kurdish nation inspite of the abo-
vementioned peculiarities. Divided among several until recently
dependent countries, Kurdistan is being ruled not by the Kurds
but by four neighboring nations. The juridical situation of the
Kurdish nation has reflected in its actual fate: deprived of any
rights by the dominating nations. There is no possibility for
equality under such circumstances. The efforts of the states, in-
terested in a situation of this sort, frustrate the Kurds in their
attempts to present the Kurdish probiem for discussion at in-
ternational forums. Since the foundation of the U.N., not a
single resolution of the U.N.Genéral Assembly has treated this
question. Nor has any resolution passed allows Kurdistan the
international right to self-determination. Meanwhile the Kurd-




ish struggle for national liberation continues unhindered. The
publicity vacuum in the Kurdish problem, especially under the
world’s présent political situation, appears absurd. The Kurdish
Liberation National Movement puts forward the legitimate re-
quest for free existence and will insist, before mankind’s juridi-
cal consciousness, for concrete actions on the part of the sover-
eign states.

Juridical concsiousness of the mankind and theory of inter-
national practice confirm the right of every nation (particular-
ly of a fighting one) to independent political existance. Recog-
nition of the nation as a subject of international law with the
right to self-determination, is of enormous (practical signific-
ance. Eventual success of the national efforts of this nation will
be aimed at obtaining its independence.Lack of recognition of
these rights could by no means be-an obstacle for the actual
struggle of this nation for putting this right into effect. It exists,
irrespective of any other will outside the one of the fighting
for an independent nation. The fighting nation, in the same way
as the state, is a subject of international law, ipso-facto, (by
the very fact of its.existence).

In support.of this concept, there are a nhumber of Interna-
tional Acts, adopted on a universal basis during the past de-
cades. Colonialism and neo-colonoalism have been admitted as
running counter to international law. All forms of national libe-
ration struggles were recognized as legitimate and any use of
armed forces and repressions against the national liberation
movements were classified as violation of International Law. A
great number of the above mentioned elements consisting of
the normative contents and the juridical results of the principle
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of equality and self-determination of the nations, were norma-
tively confirmed in the human rights covenants: the Convention
for eliminating all forms of racial discrimination and others.,

The Equality among people and nations and their right to
self-determination gradually being ratified in close unity and in-
teraction with the other basic principles of present day inter-
national law. Thse principles are gaining wide recognition as
imperative norms of international law and their derogation
becomes inadmissable.

As it is well known, the Vienna Convention on the laws of
treaties, adopted on 22 May, 1969, contained-“a special decree
according to which a contract is not valid if it runs counter to
the imperative norms of international law. Therefore, all treaties
concluded in the past or if they areto be concluded in the fu-
ture, could be declared invalid if they prove to run counter to
the principle of equality and.self-determination of nation and
people.

This stance is being supported by a great number of inter-
national law experts“by reviewing concrete juridical acts and
principles as common imperative norms. They consider as in-
valid concluded treaties running counter to the principle of
equality and the right to self-determination.?

In accordance to the Vienna Convention Decrees (Article
71), examining juridically the treaties, the Kurds have now the
juridical opportunity to submit, for revision, the Laussane Treaty
of 1923, which had deprived them of their right to self-deter-
mination. This treaty, in fact, abrogates the earlier Sevre treaty
of 1921 (Article 64) which granted the Kurds the right to self-
determination and the formation of an independent state, as




well as the right to freely join the country they wish. The same
right was endorsed in the Mandate Bill of Great Britain (Article
16)*.

This colonizing act divided the Kurds among various states
against their will. This act could be qualified as an act of an-
nexation.

It must be understood that ,,annexation” & seizure of foreign
lands according to democratic juridical definitions could mean
any incorporation of a small, or weak, nationality into a big or
strong state, without their clearly expressed or voluntary con-
sent; irrespective of when the joining by force had._taken place,
irrespective of the degree of development.of'ithe nationality,
added or detained by violerice within a certain state®.

The given facts, make me reach the' conclusion that the
Kurds must engage competent U.N.-bodies and, through them,
the International Court in the Hague in granting recognition of
their rights, the right to self<determination included.

Another important International Declaration which could be
taken as an instruction\for the formulation of the concept of
equality and self-determination, is the Helsinki Declaration of
the European Security and Cooperation meeting of 1975. It in-
sisted on respecting human rights, equality among nations and
their right to self-determination®.

This Declaration formulated the political will of the partici-
pating states. They have not only the juridical obligation to ob-
serve the articles of the Declaration but also a moral duty to-

ward all other states.
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For the Kurds, this Declaration is of a particular import-
ance, for it gives them hope to change their human rights situ-
ation.

To be more concrete, we shall dwell on the plight of the
12 million strong Kurdish, living within the boundaries of Tur-
key — a country which had signed the Helsinki Declaration and
has taken the obligation to observe its articles. Turkey not only
did not fulfill its obligations ensuring from the signing of this
Declaration, but since the 1980 coup d’etat it has been syste-
matically applying an assimifation policy towards the Kurdish
people.

With the new politicél thinking as_a factor for democratiz-
ation and regulation of international’relations, the Helsinki dec-
laration is gradually being transformed for the countries - sig-
natories, into a juridical norm, of international conduct. This pro-
cess is being further developed by the Madrid Meeting and the
Vienna Accords’.

The Paris Humanitarian Coordination Process Conference,
held in May 1989, ‘being an important step forward in this pro-
cess, created.a_mechanism for regulating the decision adopted,
particularly‘in the humanitarian sphere. Recognizing of the right
of the Kurdish nation to national self-determination, as well as
the violation of these rights in Turkey (participating in the con-
ference) by many delegations, give us ground to speak about
internationalizing of the Kurdish problems.

Actually, the articles in this Declaration had two significant
items concerning human rights to equality and self-determina-

tion.




The first point, concerning human rights, and more particu-
larly national minority rights, reads: ,The participating countries,
on whose territories national minorities live, are obliged to re-
spect the representatives of these minorities, to grant them
equality before the law and entire possibility to actually enjoy
the human rights and essential liberties and, in that case, de-
fend their legitimate interests in that field”.

The second point reads: ,,Bearing in mind the principle of
equality and the right of the peoples to be masters of their des-
tinies, all peoples have the right at any moment and uncondi-
tionally, to decide their foreign and home political status and
without foreign interference, to implement, according to their
will, its political, economic, social and cultural 'developments”g.

The participating countries, bear testimony to the universal
significance of efficient implementation of (1) equality and the
right of the peoples to be masters\of their own destiny, (2) de-
velopment of friendly relations\amongst themselves as well as
with states from all over, the world. This admits the paramount
importance of excluding any form of violation of these princi-
ples.

The objective conditions supply us with juridical possibilities
for the Kurdish question as an international one. In other worlds,
representatives of the Kurdish nations would be able to forward
the Kurdish question in the international arena.

In view of the aforesaid, | believe that the Kurds could be
active subjects in this juridical relations. For example, through
approaching (SAESIR) special committies formed for the im-
plementation of the Vienna Accords and those of the Paris Hu-

manitarian Coordination Process Conference.
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The aim of the forum is to create a mechanism of general
democratic norms in the field of human rights for all countries
that have signed the Vienna Accords, to take the obligation of
transforming these norms into their home, political and juridi-
cal ones. National legislation should also correspond with inter-
national terms of agreements.

‘The necessity of restructuring the international political sys-
tems, ensuring from the new socio—historical realities and the
progress of the techno—scientific revolution, as well as the cur-
rent revolutionary processes in world economy; require adequ-
ate change in the political superstructure.~This necessity for a
new type of policy develops in accordance with international
relations democratization, along side with the role of the pub-
lic sector is being stepped up requiring restructuring of the pol-
itical regime. The new world political situation demands adop-
tion by all states forms and regimes, parties and institutions.
Old political structures\are being renovated and new ones are
being bornm.

In accordance‘with this new political situation, changes must
take place in ,our’political institutions as well, so that we move
with time.

Human history has proved that not a single probiem could
be successfully solved outside the framework of international
relations. In addition, political relations now force stronger tend-
encies, according to which many national problems obtain effi-
cient solutions only on the basis of international cooperation
and human rights. This situation brought the unprecedented in-
crease of the role of foreign policy of the states, directly con-

cerning the interests of peoples and individuals.




Stress is being laid in three directions — important factors
in achieving the formula ,peaceful cooperation”:

(1) Consolidation of international relations.

(2) Solving of regional conflicts.

(3) Establishing of humanitarian relations and consideration
of human rights.

These three elements are mutually committed, of paramount
importance, to the attainment of a peaceful world in the name
of preserving human civilization.

We can note some important steps in this direction. Regu-
lar East~West dialogues for saving mankind from’ destruction
and solving many regional conflicts as wellyas carrying out of
various international forums for practical implementation of the
Human Rights Charter. These bear evidence to this developmen-
tal process.

The right to national self-determination, as an element of
this policy, found its fulfillment in many parts of the world.

Contrary to this tendency, however, the rights of the Kurd-
ish nation are still being-systematically violated, and the Kurds
became objects oflaggression and genocide. The policy of as-
similation, and“the 'use of chemical weapons, are systematically
applied on this poor, helpless nation while the world watches
passively with indignation.

The Kurdish question is not a regional one. It would have
been a regional problem only if the Kurdish National Liberation
Movement'’s representatives would have thought about it when
the time was ripe. Today, the new political thinking does not

treat the Kurdish question regionally.
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Keeping in mind the new political situation, one could re-
open the Kurdish question as a regional one.

At present, the Kurdish question would be considered more
favorable if it was in the framework of internationalized human
rights. Certain prerequisites might allow for the possibility of
resolving it regionally.

Today’s international situation demands both new ap-
proaches and programs of action. In this connection we also
could quote a Latin dictum: ,Clausula rebus sie stantibus” (With
change in the scene, a change in the policy follows).

Fredrich Engels confirmed: ,, ...refrainingfrom politics is not
possible, the problem being in what way ‘and to what degree
to interfere”!.

By utilizing several endorsed International Acts regulating
human rights, the Kurdish National Liberation Movement could
avail itself of new opportunities.

Juridical grounds, existing prior to Helzinki, may be con-
sidered as giving self-determination rights to the Kurdish people.

The drafting, inclusive of the principle of equality and the
right to self-determination, of two international juridical docu-
ments was of ‘great importance. The first, being the Interna-
tional Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (part
1, articles 1 and 3). The second, being the International Cove-
nant on Civil and Political Rights (part 1, articles 1 amd 3).
These two International Covenants, adopted on 19 December
1966, having specific mechanisms (under articles 26 and 27 of
the U.N.Charter), engendered juridical obligations a decade after

the necessary period for implementation as an irrefutable source.
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Article 1 of both International Covenants, with identical
statements reads: ,All peoples have the right to self-determina-
tion. In accordance to this right, they can freely choose their
political status and can freely determine their economic, social
and cultural development”.

In this way, equalized self-determination was stressed as a
fundamental human right.

From a practical viewpoint, however, a conclusion was im-
posed: No effective implementation of human rights in econ-
omic and social fields is possible without obtaining national in-
dependence and sovereignty for every separate ‘nation.

In this connection, Lenin, in a number ofjhis articles (through
the years 1903-1913) noted that ,full equality of the citizens is
one of the necessary conditions (within“the state they live in)
for resolving the national problem in the spirit of the consist-
ent and sincere democracy”. He has always pointed out that the
world goes atbut an obligatory condition — prerequisite for
achieving full équality, not only regarding nationality but ex-
cluding discrimination_‘on the basis of sex, language, religion
and so forth.

Lenin’s idea for a just solution of the national problem took
the shape of two unbreakable principles, bringing unity, in this
aspect, of social democracy:

(1) The request for political civil rights and liberties as a
human right, and

(2) The request for the right of self-determination of any

33
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of the nationalities included in the state.
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Practical implementation of proclaimed humanitarian rights,
whose political realization is in the actual equality, reveals two
interconnected aspects.

In the first case, civil rights and liberties of a person cover
inter-personal equality relations. The Right of free speech, the
right to use and preserve a nation’s way of life and language,
the right to freely satisfy its cultural and equal religious needs,
are all examples of inter—personal relations.

The second aspect of actual equality is found with equality
amongst all nationalities within a given territory. They are a
compulsory part of it, thus the right lies with the whole na-
tion’s determination of its own status during any historical peri-
od.

In this context, Lenin stressed that ,two are the basic prin-
ciples which must be guiding for all social democrats in Russia
regarding the national problem...”

First — the demand for)national autonomy as well as for
political and civil freedom and full equality.

Second - the ‘demand for the right to self-determination
for every nationality included in the state12.

The first ‘principle has in view the inter—personal relations,
while the second transforms the same form of equality from
equality among the separate state members and equality amongst
the different nationalities within a given territory.

It could not be possible for a representative of a nation to
feel actually equal in rights if his of her nation is deprived of
equal self-determination nation right. Any person, meanwhile,
belonging to an enslaved or unrecognized nation, is discredited

not only by lack of participation in the state bodies but also



through the deprivation of his nation from participation in in-
ternational life.

We could not assume that there is equality regarding the
separate nationalities in the state (minority or majority) if rep-
resentation and defence of the national interests are not in-
cluded in the constitution as a basic state-building internal Act.

Contrary to organizational principles of international life,
where ,all nations, both big and small, are equally represented”13
(a billion strong China is equal in rights with a 100,000 Luxem-
burg). Very often, within the structure of a number of multi-
national states, there is no constitutional consolidation of home-
national equality. Even worse, the minority-is being brutally op-
pressed or banned in the basic Acts reflecting the legal struc-
tures of the nation’s life, like for instance in South Africa, Tur-
key, the Sudan, Iraq, Iran, Spain, Sri-Lanka and etc.

Lenin’s ideas of equality and.self-determination of nations
go through a long and heavy ‘struggle and have imposed them-
selves as principles of international law. This being one of the
basic human rights,_its realization has turned into a condition
for promotion of international cooperation.

Analyzing the\juridical nature and the concrete contents of
human rights, we can understand its multi-lateral character and
the mutual ties of political, economic, social and cultural as-
pects. This analysis confirms the fundamental signifiéance of
the principles of equality and self-determination for friendly mu-
tual relations of cooperation among the nations. These princi-
ples are catalysts of present day international relations.

The conclusion from tho abovementioned facts gives us
ground to ascertain violation of the basic rights and liberties of
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the Kurdish people. Those rights which are regulated by inter-
national law, but not being guaranteed by the domestic legis-
lation of the states ruling Kurdistan.

As far as individual rights of the Kurdish population are
concerned, they’re subjected to inequality and discrimination by
the states under whose jurisdiction the Kurds fall. On the other
hand, the Kurds as a nation, are deprived of every right to self-
determination and are placed in an unequal position in compari-
son to the dominating nations.

Proof of this can be found with the latest anti-human acts
of these regimes against the defenseless ,people. This, alone,
being a gross and systematic violation“of(the human rights.

These acts run counter to all_international norms: The
U.N.Charter, Geneva Convention ¢f\,1923 and others, and to all
contemporary tendencies of international cooperation in the hu-
manitarian field.

As a result of using chemical weapons, mass killing of Kurds
is currently taking place, which could only be classified as geno-
cide against the 'Kurdish people. Statistics show that about
11,000 have been-killed, 20,000 injured and 120,000 expelled from
their native\lands. These crimes give rise to the just dissatisfac-
~ tion and indignation of the world.

Thus the Kurdish problem was brought to the rostrum of
human rights discussions at many international forums, the
U.N.General Assembly (43 Session), inclusivelly.

The U.N.General Secretary has been approached (SAESIR)
with complaints of violations of Kurdish rights. There were pro-

‘posals for the calling of the creation of a special "U.N.Com-




mission which would investigate these gross violations by the
aggressors who are signatories to the ratified U.N.Charter..

Regretably, however, no concrete result has been achieved
nor any satisfying actions to render political and juridical sup-
port for the Kurds. Only humanitarian aid was received.

Following these events, discussions took place at the U.N.
and at other international levels concerning the contradiction
between the principle of non-interference in the domestic af-
fairs of the state — member of the U.N. and the possibility of
interference. -

Therefore, | think, that we must take into consideration the
fact that these crimes against the Kurdish, population are not
only a gross violation of human rights but,a genuine genocide
against them. | will quote here the Convention of the 9 Decem-
ber, 1948 on averting the crime ;genocide”. Article Il reads:
»Under ’genocide’ must be understood actions aiming at com-
plete or partial physical destruction of a national, racial or re-
ligious group. The killingc.of ‘the members of this group or their
physical annihilation”4

Analyzing this text, a conclusion could be easily drawn. An
actual genocide ‘istindeed present and in this case, and, there-
fore, interference into the domestic affairs of a country is ad-
vissable and necessary.

Actions like these, could not be taken as a purely internal
problem because of the close link of the right of people to self-
determination, on the one hand, and the preservation of world
peace and security, on the other. This is alluded to in Article 1
of the abovementioned Convention. (A convention under which)

Signatory states must undertake measures preventing and pun-
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ishing such crimes and pass respective laws (Article 6) in keep-
ing with the Convention'®. For the reviewing of such crimes,
the International Court of Justice, is the organ which decides.

In cases like this, third countries are not bound by obliga-
tions of non-interference, for they have the positive obligation
to assist in the struggle of people for self-determination.

“The principle of equality of rights, and the right to self-
determination is'stressed as a basis for applying the principle
of territorial integrity under the International Covenant for Pol-
itical and Civil Human Rights within the framework of the
equality and non-discrimination principles.

Under doubt, is the épplying of theyprinciple of territorial
integrity if a state accomplishes acts of. violating the right of
equality and self-determination as a fundamental right and dis-
criminating the people living _onyits territory, which is against
all norms of international law.

The conclusion being, that the Kurdish people could use
these juridical means\for establishing and realizing these righté
and liberties guaranteed by international law, particularly the
right of equality ‘and self-determination, and approach the In-
ternational «Court of Justice to stop and sanction those who
comit the crime of genocide (iraqi regim).

In conclusion, we will insist that the Kurdish people must
avail themselves of all juridical and political means available in
achieving their aims and defending their national sovereignty
and their violated elementary human rights and liberties! The
Kurds must use all international humanitarian forums for the
protlection and the internationalization of the Kurdish problem.
The end result being a just solution of their national problem
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in compliance with the right of equality of rights among all
peoples and the right to self-determination, which is the fun-
damental of human rights.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

FORMS OF REALIZATION/IMPLEMENTATION OF THE RIGHT
TO SELF-DETERMINATION

The new political thinking coming into international rela-
tions necessitates overall democratization of social life both in
the internal state relations and on the international stage. As
Mikhail Gorbachev pointed out, the core of the new political
thinking is within the priority of universal values'.

In analyzing the contemporary world, one can conclude that
international relations while maintaining class «characteristics,
are increasingly realized as relation between nations. This pres-
upposes taking into account a variety of interests. International
recognition is an important element of the new political think-
ing. In fact this is the core of the new political thinkingz.

One of its basic elements s the care for man, of man’s
rights and freedom and their\practical realization.

In his report to they43th U.N.Session, Mikhail Gorbachev
pointed out the great significance of humanizing these relations
and of their international realizations: ,It’s only when man with
his concerns, rights and freedoms becomes the universal cen-
ter, that international relations shall completely reflect the na-
tion’s true interests and shall reliably serve the cause of their
comimon security"s.

Democratization imposing itself on political, social and in-
ternational life demands that internationally recognized human
rights should require a real guarantee through confirmation in
individual state legislation so that everyone, regardless of his
race, nationality and religion, shall enjoy equal rights with all

citizens of a state.




,»! believe that jurisdiction of the International Court of Jus-
tice at the Hague as far as the interpretation and application
of the agreement on human rights should be binding to all
states” as M.Gorbachev pointed out at the 43th U.N. Session.4

That means that the mere declaration of human rights and
freedom, already exhausting state attitude towards them has
become incompatible with this new political thinking, political
thinking which demands their practical application and guaran-
tee. Among the most important conditions, for their realizations,
is the granting of equal rights and freedoms to each and every
individual. Without these basic necs‘assities it'will not be realis-
tic to speak of a civil society and a constitutional state. The
democratic prindiples about which the‘constitutional state is
based, proclaimed ages ago, have today’been reinvigorated. Total
equality of nations in a multi-national state is a corner stone
of civil democracy”.

Even Rousseau, one (of 'the greatest theoreticians of the
French Revolution, pointed out that the state is based on so-
cial contract. When ‘citizens find malfeasance, they have the
right of contracting out due to a betrayal of their mistrust.

These principles have been confirmed in the American Dec-
laration of Independence of 1776 and in the French Declaration
of Civil Rights of 1789.

In his report to the Congress of People’s Deputies, Mikhail
Gorbachev pointed out: ,We are entirely justified in stating that
the greatest achievement of perestroyka is the wide democrat-
ization of state and social life”. The logic of the democratic pro-
cess has been dlrected not only towards economic reconstruc-

tion alone, but also to politics and to all spheres of life. It has
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affected state organs, the electoral system; it also requires a
new constitutional order. The tendency is towards a priority of
the citizens will, towards the leadership conforming with the
citizen’s interest and not with the ruling elite. Such is the case
with totalitarian and authoritarian states. Normal civil society
places citizen interests and wills above state will. That is why
only a constitutional state can guarantee individual rights and
freedom. ,

In this light, the realization of democratic internationatl legal
principles in a multi-national state proves to be a.singularly deli-
cate matter. As Mikhail Gorbachev says: ,As ‘early as the first
days of the Congress the national question and the complexity
of multi-national relations have emerged with particular acute-
ness. Multi—nationality is really a unique quality of the Soviet
State”®.

What is unique about the ‘Soviet Union is that it is a state
of over 200 nationalities: We.could hardly find a similar example,
not only in the contemporary world, but also throughout the
long history of human civilization. Even the Roman Empire did
not experience such a unique unification of nations under a
single flag. New politica!l thinking, armed with Lenin’s treatment
of the national question, is called upon to solve this extremily
complex knot of problems. ,,On the one hand, this is the source
of her (the Soviet States — A.N.) power, and on the other —
under the slightest distortion of national policy, it (multi-na-
tionality — A.N.) can become the reason for the state’s weaken-
ing, fbr social instability with unpredictably grave consequen-

ces”.
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The overthrow of national domination and the abolition of
national inequality can become, in the light of the new politi-
cal thinking, a complex of factors affecting social being and
consciousness simultaneously: First of all and overall, economic
upsurge to the benefit of all nations, which, on its part, reveals
favorable conditions for the development of every national cul-
ture. The national policy which had been deformed after the
1930s needs serious political, economic, cultural and legal rec-
onstruction. This is due to the fifty years of distortions of Lenin’s
approach and the elimination of those very distortions. Mikhail
Gorbachev proposed the establishment of a‘special political and
legal mechanism which would rationally solve present and fu-
ture contradictions and conflicts, always conforming with the
specific national interests. This is possible however only if there
is total democracy and ,glasnost” thus rendering it possible for
the whole truth to be seen.'Truth through its multi-nationality,
as well as the diversity l[of“positions and interests. This is the
only way in which contradictions accumulated in international
relations could he.resolved®.

Mikhail Gorbachev’s analysis and conclusions logically lead
to Lenin’s treatment of the national question. They induce a
surge for new approaches and ways of conforming with new
realities in the world. The attitude towards man, as a central
value, as proclaimed by writers, philosophers, scholars, religious
trends, is today on the way to becoming a state policy in the
Soviet Union too. In this connection, Mikhail Gorbachev pointed
out that social well being cannot be grounded in the injustice

of even a single individual’.
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It’s paradoxical and even monstrous to think that there exists
compact 25 million people deprived of the right to determine
their fortune by themselves; a nation of a people unequal to
others.

Even to this day, this nation has been discriminated, assimi-
lated and extreminated with chemical weapons. In a word, tﬁis
is genocide. Today, more than ever before, the enlightened part
of the Kurdish people — its intelligentsia, united in various pol-
itical, educational and other organizations, are faced with the
urgent task of finding and using all possible ways to acquaint
the international public with the truth about their-people. This
task should be regarded as one of primary)importance by all
Kurdish patriots regardless of their religious, class and party af-
filiations. There is a saying in several(languages, to the effect
that the mother does not take care(of the child before it starts
crying. The Palestinian people is approximately ten times smal-
ler but a hundred times more.active in comparison with the
Kurds. The time has come.for the Kurdish issue to take its le-
gitimate place amongst pressing world problems. However, those
who hope that this-problem will be solved automatically are
gravely mistaken:

The new political thinking has found a series of problems
which have emerged on the basis of national conflict. That is
why, in the last five years, there has been no summit in which
these problems have not been tackled with priority. The solu-
tion to such problems has not been regarded as one of the most
important factors strengthening international relations.

Many international problems have already found their solu-

tion. Others are still under the process of being solved — Nami-
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bia, Palestina, West Sahara, Cyprus, etc. With the international
state of the world, one could hardly ignore the suffering of 25
million people partitioned, against their will, among four states.
At the same time, these assimilator states can no longer feel at
home in an international community in which human rights and
self-determination are prevailing over all other relations. Under-
standably, the world is only on the very outset of this process,
let us call it shumanization", yet we should not miss our his-
torical chance. o

In his report to the Congress of People’s Deputies, Mikhail
Gorbachev emphasized that national problems should find a com-
prehensive and overall solution in the principle of self-determi-
nation, as promoted by Lenin. This principle remains one of the
fundamental elements of Soviet national policy. The most con-
vincing argument in favor of this, policy is perestroyka which
brings about conditions which. _correct certain errors in defor-
mations of the past. It also,works towards harmonizing the re-
lations between nationalitiesg. V.l.Lenin pointed out that, the
process of liberation\.from national domination, the nation’s
sovereignty is manifested through the application of ‘the prin-
ciple of equality and self-determination, ,So that all nations
could live together and have the freedom to separate themselves
of their own will, establishing their own state for which com-
plete democracy is necessary”g.

Concerning the complete practical realization of equality
among nations, V.l.Lenin laid the stress on the democratic char-
acter of the social state order as a necessary pre-condition for
the realization of the right of self-determination in a multi-na-

tional state.




Lenin said: ,We appreciate only the voluntary to the en-
forced relation because the near to full freedom of separation
a democratic order is, the more rare and weak will be its as-
pirations for separation”m.

The right to self-determination is nothing but the unalien-
able right of each nation to determine its own fortune by it-
self, according an approved conception. Each nation also can
enjoy the possibility of freely expressing its will for union with
other nation (federation or confederation), and towards the real-
ization of its desire for an independent political life.

V.l.Lenin by embedding this idea into the significant legal
Acts of the Soviet State put this principle into practice. Through
them the possibility of the nation is realized to determine its
own future development into two possible forms -~ a federation
on the basis of a voluntary union of equality of big and small
nations; and of independent statés) like Finland and Mongolia
on the basis of external self-determination.

In conciusion we could say that Lenin’s 'conception of sol-
ving the national problem has been entrenched in the political
and legal Acts of domestic and international importance. Such
examples could ke found in the Decree of Peace and in the Act
of the Righté of Nations in Russia, and later, in the Soviet Con-
stitutions (1936, 1977)'".

If we consider the right to self-determination in context of
the French Declaration, as a democratic ideal, valid for all man-
kind, this right could be considered as an aspect of the process
of internal change on the road to a democratic solcivety in Which

internal forms ‘of self-determination are realized.
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The principle of equality and self-determination of nations
attained a new meaning and significance with the confirmation
of Lenin’s principles of Soviet foreign policy in its struggle for
recognition in the international field. This is especially true after
the Second World War when the U.N.Charter was constituted .

According to the U.N.Charter the legal importance of self-
determination could be internal and external. Member states
which have signed the Charter are under moral obligation to
comply with its clauses. If peoples of different nationalities live
on their territoties, the obligation would be maintained with a
constitutional granting of rights to those nationalities who wish
freely to decide whether they will remain/ within the state’s
composition or would separate themselves into an independent
state structure. This is an expression,of the international char-
acter contained in the right to self-determination. If these na-
tionalities express their wish{for self-determination from an in-
dependent state, known, to-the world, the right to self-deter-
mination reveals its external character. The U.N.Charter does
not define or differentiate between internal and external self-
determination. What matters, according to the U.N., is the free
expression of\a. nation’s will, Aregardless of whether the people
want a union with another state or a formation of an inde-
pendent state. ‘

At the time of the First World War, self-determination meant
the right of the people living a given territory to a political and
legal status over that territory. It also implied the right to form
a free state. That is a distribution of an empire’s territory
amongst the many nations that inhabited it (as was the case of
Russian and the Ottoman Empires).
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The right interpretation with a practical purpose was pro-
vided by Lenin in connection with the solving of the national
question. A nation’s right to self-determination reveals a dia-
lectical unity between two major aspects of the national ques-
tion:'3

(1) External self-determination -~ the right to separate into
an independent state.

(2) Internal self-determination — the voluntary union with
another nation in a common multi-national state.

According to Lenin, equality is an attribute to the right to
self-determination, which, on its part, is a manifestation and
guarantee of equality”’. Recognition of equality, in addition to
guarantee, is not complete if the possibility of its implementa-
tion by the nations through the right\to self-determination, is
not recognized. If the right to equality grants that an oppress-
ion of a nation by another is illegal, then the right to self-deter-
mination would mean that each and every nation is equal in its
rights with other nations_living in a given territory (state).

Constitutional and_democratic settlement of national rela-
tions, in a multi—national state, is a guarantee for a complete
realization of the very principles of national equality and self-
determination.

The Kurdish question should find its solution on this basis
of the principle of the recognition of equality and self-determi-
nation within the very framework of the states in which Kurd-
ish territory is distributed.

Kurdistan’s integration within the territories of these states
has never conformed with the wish of the Kurdish people, nor

of the Arabic, Turkish of Persian on this matter. This is a colo-




nial policy of seizure and distribution of other people’s land.
Ever since the Kurdish people have been subjected to oppress-
ion and lawlessness, they have been in a position of inequality
in relation to the ruling nation.

New political thinking calls for realiém, for political intoler-
ance to inhuman and unjust relations in international discource.

This new setting has brought about the need for revising
our understanding of internationalistic relations, equality and
partnership. It means that the Kurdish nation should struggle
for the recognition of true equality and the right to self-deter-
mination. On the other hand, the responsibility for settlement
on a democratic and just basis, lies(with the representatives,
especially, with the progressive and democratic forces of the
Arab, Turkish and Persian nations. To this end, the Kurdish Na-
tional Liberation Movement is faced to the responsibility of an
important task:

(1) To raise the slogan for complete equality of the Kurd-
ish nation with the«ruling nation, and of its right to self-deter-
mination.

(2) To use‘all international forums on human rights, as well
as organizations and’persons of authority, to bring pressure to
bear on these States for the recognition of the fundamental
human right — the right to self-determination.

“(3) Continuous dialogue and meetings with the democratic
and.progressive forces in these countries for overcoming faults
in their understanding of the Kurdish issue, and for the inclu-
sion into their program  the question of the Kurdish national

self-determination.

-108- . -



(4) To commit the U.N. to hold a referendum in the Kurd-
ish territories for determining the future of the 25 million strong
nation. This can be realized by the joint efforts of all politicat
and progressive organizations, institutions and influential per-
sonalities in all parts of Kurdistan. It will require the discard-
ing of the narrow-minded Party attitudes, since the past forms
and methods of action no longer satisfy up—to—date conditions
and needs. ’

Only the constitutional recognition of the right to self-deter-
mination will guarantee complete equality of the Kurdish nation
with the ruling nations. It will also solve the national probliem
in a democratic form. But even here, there'is'a delicate point
concerning future coexistence with our fraternal nations and
the establishment of a common democratic state guaranteeing
equality of nations and the rights ©of, the national minorities, on
which we would like to expatiate.

Naturally, this does not mean that the right to self-deter-
mination and the possesion of this right, necessarily means the
establishment of a special state and legal formations, it's only
the reverse side ofthe claim for freedom and the establishment
of democratic relations among nations.

The difference between ,the recognition of the right to self-
determination” and the ,claim for a necessary self—détermina-
tion of a nation” is an essential one and should always be taken
into account. The possession of the right to self-determination
is a condition calling for the equality of the rights of the sep-
arate nations in the territory of a given state. However, the
exercising of this right is a matter of evaluation, being the re-

sult of a democratic settlement of a national question.
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An example for a successful democratic solution to this
question are the Constitutions of the States which have them.
One is Czechoslovakia — a state of two main nationalities.

The Czechoslovakian’s constitution settles the problem in
the following way: the importance of the nation’s sovereignty
and free will is reflected in the preamblé which recognizes the
unalienable right to self-determination, including separation and
recognition of the sovereignty of each nation and of its right
to freely establish forms of its national and state life.

»As we are confident that the voluntary state unification of
a state is an appropriate reflection of the right-to self-determi-
nation and equality, and along with it,~the best guarantee of
our internal national development and of\the defence of our na-
tional character...

On this basis, the Czechoslovakian Federation has been
formed.

Article 1.1 — Czechoslovakia is a federal state of two equal
fraternal nations - thé(Czechs and the Slovaks.

Article 1.2 — The\basis of the Czechoslovakian Socialist Re-
public is the voluntary union of national states which enjoy
equal rights'\—\the Czech and the Slovak nations, each of them
having the right to self-determination.

Article 1.3 — The Czechoslovakian Federation expresses the
will of two free and sovereign nations — the Czechs and the
Slovaks, who live in a united federal state.

Article 1.4 — The Czechoslovakian Socialist Republic is con-
stituted of the Czech Socialist Republic and the Slovak Social-
ist Republic, the two Republics having equal rights in Czechos-
lovakia.
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Article 1.5 — The two Republics mutually respect each other’s
sovereignty and the sovereignty of Czechoslovakia, and Czechos-
lovakia respects the sovereignty of national state formation™'®.

A similar solution is contained in the Preambule of the Con-
stitution of the Federal People’s Republic of Yugoslavia which
states that ,The peoples of Yugoslavia, on the basis on the
right to self-determination, including the right of secession on
the basis of their freely expressed will..., and being aware that
the further consolidation of their fraternity and unity is in their
common interest, have expressed their will to live together in a
federal state of free and equal nations and nationalities (Article
5/1)... the territory of the FPR of Yugoslavialis integral and is
composed of the territories of the socialist republics.

The boundaries of a People’s Republic. or an autonomous

16. This is an ex-

district cannot be altered without its consent
pression of an agreement and the/free will of each nation with-
in the federation.

The Constitution of the USSR provides even more complete
solution of. the national“problem in view of the multi-national
character of her population: '

According tovArticle 70, , The Soviet Union is a federal mulﬁ-
national state, formed on the basis of the principle of socialist
federalism as a result of free self-determination of the nation,
and a voluntary union of equal Soviet Socialist Republics”w.

Special place is taken by Article 80: ,Each Union Republic
has the right to enter in direct relations with foreign states and
to conclude agreements and exchange diplomatic and consular
representatives with them, as well as to participate in the ac-

tivities of international organizations”18. This gives each Repub-
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lic the opportunity of active participation internationallyw. The
tendency for democratization of the national life of each na-
tionality is contained in the Draft Program of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union for a fuller and more effective solu-
tion of the national question and the overcoming of the national
conflicts.

. A turning point of this process will occur at the forthcom-
ing plenum of the CPSU on the regulation of national relations.

It's our view that the Kurdish issue can and must be set-
tled in a similar way. The constitutions of the respective states
should necessarily include texts to the effect of:

(1) Existence of the Kurdish nation and its equality with the
other ruling nations.

(2) Legal and structural forms of its international and inter-
nal existence (similar to Article 1 and 2 of the Constitution of
Czechoslovakia and Articles, 70,"72 and 80 of the Soviet Con-
stitution).

This is a true socialist mode! of a democratic settlement of
the national questions in multi-national states reflecting the
free will of equality amongst nations.

The federative form of state structure in multi-national
states is not the only form of democratic, and just settlement,
of the national question. The point is, how to solve the prob-
lem of the realization of the principle of equality amongst na-
tions and their right to self-determination. It does not really
matter which state or what structural form will arise.

That means that the multi-nationality of a state is not a
compulsory condition for its federal construction as a demo-
cratic form of self-government. For example, Canada is a feder-
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ation, not based on the two main national communities which
live there:?° The Law of the Unification of Canada, Nova Sco-
tia and New Brunswick has expressed their desire to be feder-
ally united into one dominion under the Crown of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, with a Constitu-
tion similar, in principle, to that of the United Kingdom”21.

Despite of this solution to the problem, national conflicts
are still occuring with a final aim of fuller equality amongst the
two major communities.

The principle of equality and self-determination can be real-
ized in a unitary state only when the different nations are granted
equal rights and freedoms.

A legislative means to realize this principle, is the estab-
lishment of a two chamber parliament consisting in a People’s
Chamber and a Chamber of the Nationalities. The first one is
elected by the whole country in ‘direct elections, and the sec-
ond one — by the respective.autonomous and national territories
and structures (republics.and districts). Out of the two cham-
bers a central representation will be formed. This is, so that the
principle of equality"between the nations can be realized. The
central representation will have an equal number of repre-
sentatives from the different representations (that is, the prin-
ciple of a ban on majorization will be applied).

This democratic system can completely guarantee the rights
of different nations and national minorities typical of such states
as Turkey, Iran and etc. This problem will be tackled further in
another part of the expose22.

We should think it necessary to consider the settlement of

the national question in some Western countries composed of
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muiti-national populations: Belgium, for example, is a unitary
state inhabited by two main communities — Flemish and Wal-
loon, each one with a different national culture and language.

Social life, in a highly developed country as Belgium, is in-
ternationalized, while racial and national relations are regulated.
But interestingly, Belgian capitalism has been unable to com-
pletely overcome the national conflict23.

In recent years, in contradiction to the internationalization
of the economy, of social and cultural life, the aspirations for
a differentiation between the two nations has/been strengthen-
ing, manifesting itself in different forms.

Democratic settlement, in our opinion, of national questions
in a country can be achieved through the application of the
principles of equality and self-determination between the two
nations. What is more, we have 'the ground to maintain that,
to a certain degree, this principle can be realized. It is expressed
in each nation’s free will_to define itself and to establish in-
stitutions and organizations on a national basis. Here are some
facts in support\of this:

In Belgium, the main political parties are divided parallelly,
the Flemish and Walloon ones. Thus, there are two socialist par-
ties, with their own leadership and independent representations
at the Socialist International. This means that there is an equality
between the differentiation in the political sphere.

In 1968, for example, Luven University was divided into two
sections. A Walloon section was established on Walloon popu-
lated fcerritory24, with its course work taught in French.

- The development and strengthening of this principle of

equality and self-determination entered a new stage. In 1980 a
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reform was carried out in state life and government in the spirit
of a free differentiation of the two communities. To this end,
regional representative and executive governmental bodies were
established in the two main districts — Flemish and the Wal-
loon.

The problem of regionalization and differentiation in all
spheres have become the predominant idea, this idea intended
to find solutions as well as overcoming conflicts between the
two nationalities. In particular, conflicts involving the economic
underdevelopment of the Walloons and establishment of their
greater political role in state affair. In this way “interrelations
between powers could be changed in favor.of/a fuller equality
in all spheres of life. To this end, in 1989, the Senate ratified a
constitutional reform which would eventually turn Belgium into
a federal state®>. The goal being the-complete realization of the
principle of equality and the right to self~determination of each
nation.

Switzerland is an even. more important example and a model
of an appropriate and\just settlement of the national question.
It was formed in 1291%.and consisted of three cantons. Its con-
stitution was adopted in 1818 and according to it the union of
states {confederation) became a federation. Switzerland is a neu-
tral state. Its neutrality having been confirmed by the Versail-
les Treaty. The country is not a member of the U.N., yet it par-
ticipates in most of the U.N.’s special bodies. It is a member of
the Council of Europe.

It is interesting to note that,democracy in Switzerland has
been so refined that even the parliament is not enpowered to
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decide, by itself, on crucial issues: Parliament must consult the
people by plebiscite (which is the most democratic of forms).

At present Switzerland is a parliamentary federated state
consisting in 23 cantons. They are established on the basis of
two principles — (1) territorial and (2) national. Each canton has
its own constitution, parliament and government, separate from
the central federal constitution.

In regard to the democratic settlement of the national ques-
tion, the following text from the constitution are of special im-
portance:

Article 4 — ,All Swiss are equal before the-law. In Switzer-
land there are neither racially privileged. subjects, either by birth,
nor family”.

The formal legal formulation zall~“Swiss” in its general as-
pect determines the principle of equality before the law of each
an every individual citizent as.well as each nationality.

Article 81 forbids the Members of the National Council, and
those of the Federal Council, to be deputies to the Council of
States. The objective-is the better expression of the interests
of the different_nationalities.

Article 16 provides that the official languages shall be Ger-
man, French, [talian.

The principle of equality between nationalities is also mani-
fested within the structure of the supreme body of repre-
sentation — the Federal Assembly. It consists in a National Coun-
cil (elected on a territorial principle) and a Council of States
(composed on a national principle). The National Council has
200 representatives, and the Council of States — 46 (each can-

ton having two representatives).
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The government consists of seven councilors irrespective of
their nationality. A president is elected from among the seven
members of the Council annually.

The Swiss model is considered to be the most perfect and
democratic system of realizing national interests, though it is
based more on territorial rather than national principles. In the
Swiss state, no hegemonic nation dominates, despite obvious
differences in the ethnic composition of the population: 65%
German, 18% French, 10% ltalian, 1% Retoromanche. So far there
have never been national conflicts in Switzerlandze.

The process of settlement of regional problems and human
rights is now entering a crucial stage. However, realities in the
international arena necessitate a search for new forms of ac-
tion. Apart from tackling these problems.through the use of in-
ternational forums, interference of political personalities of auth-
ority is still essential, at present, Jand has proved to have been
surprisingly effective. That is why the Kurdish National Libera-
tion Movement should aim ‘its efforts at participation in inter-
national forums dealing_with the defense of human rights and
establishing contacts.with various organizations and persons of
authority. For, example, the Movement’s representatives have
participated in the Bremen Conference of public and cultural
figures and parliamenfarians, whose goal was to defend the
Kurdish rights and to condemn the anti-Kurdish policy of op-
pressor states. Contacts with prominent politicians and their
eventual support and interference to bring pressure on the re-
spective states, or political circles are also effective. Proof of
the rationality of such a forum is the interference of former

U.S.President Carter as a go-between in the national conflict in



Ethiopia, and Sudan as well as Mitterand’'s interference in the
Cambodian problem27. Another example is U.N.General Secre-
tary Javier Peres de Cuellar’s interference in the settlement of
the Cyprus conflict, a conflict which has not been internation-
alized as of yet because it is still considered to be an internal
problem of Cypruszs.

“Bearing this in mind, we should ask why U.N.interference
in the settlement of the Kurdish question should be impossible.

A possible way of internationalization of the problem by
proposing to the U.N. a granting of refugee status who have
fled from the chemical weapons attacks indraq. The attention
of ecological organizations should be drawn' to the problem of
the use of chemical weapons in Iragi Kurdistan. Humanitarian
organizations should be approached\ for their support concern-
ing the Kurdish population facing dissaster.

The aim of such a form.s._to broaden international support
for a just solution to the*Kurdish question.

Let me dwell now on the third item in which it is men-
tioned the responsibility for a just a democratic solution of the
Kurdish question., This responsipility lies as much with the rep-
resentatives\of ‘the Kurdish National Liberation Movement as
with the representatives of democratic and progressive move-
ments in the respective states. We could assert that this is the
only way of stabilizing national relations for even the most in-
significant mistake in this approach (and solution of the prob-
lem), shall be vital for future coexistence.

It’'s a realistic fact that the new political thinking strategy
has opened new possibilities, within the public factor, in sol-

ving important state and international issues.
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What is really necessary are specific forms of broad dia-
logues on all questions and viewpoints of this crucial problem.
This being the major factor for regulating national relations and
for overcoming long standing national conflicts. Dialogue and
discussion without self-isolation is the only way.

It is the only means of normalizing relations among the na-
tionalities in the respective states. Let us draw two examples:

(1) The Bucharest Meeting of Palestinian Arabs, the Jewish
public and cultural figures of Israel which was an attempt at
coming closer together in at appealing at the Israel government
for greater flexibility for resolving the Middle East Issue.

(2) The unsuccessful negotiation between ithe leaders of the
Cypriot Greeks and Cypriot Turks on the Cyprus question. This
initiative was taken over by a number\of public figures of the
two communities.

Earlier this year, representatives of women’s organizations,
and of several political parties, met in Prague. The meeting cul-
minated with several declarations calling upon the two com-
munities’ leaders to find a paceful and democratic settlement
of the conflict. lt(s, clear that what is urgently needed for the
solution of thé kurdish question are meetings and dialogues be-
tween representatives of the Kurdish National Liberation Move-
ment and the progressive forces of the respective states. The
meeting’s objective should be a drafting of an overal solution
to the problem, recognizing the right of both nations and na-
tional minorities in these states.

A possibility of the solution of this problem could be for
the Kurdish National Liberation Movement to commit the U.N.
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and progressive forces to interfere in the settlement concern-
ing the future of the Kurdish people.

It was Lenin who pointed out in the context of the peace
negotiaions program the necessity of an official recognition of
the right to self-determination of each stateless nation which
is integrated in any of the belligerent states. In this connection,
he has emphasized that the right to self-determination is real-
ized through a referendum of the entire population of an area
which is not self—-governedzg.

The referendum is one of the most appropriate forms of di-
rect democracy and of a truly free expression of the people’s
will. In fact it is being implemented in{ two’ aspects:

(1) Internal referendum carried out)by the state bodies them-
selves for settlement of essential state questions.

(2) International — in a given /state or territory under U.N.
aegis. This democratic form has been used in international prac-
tices since the First World*‘War for determining the fortune of
non self-governing territories under the auspices of the League
of Nations.

Here are some of the numerous cases:

In 1921, the Cairo Conference was held to determine Iraq’s
future. The Conference also considered the fate of the Kurdish
population. It envisioned a referendum on whether the Kurdish
territory should be integrated into lraq or should be separated
into an independent state3C.

On 30 September, 1924, the League of Nations set up a Com-
mission which, after studying the problem in Iraqi occupied Kur-

distan (Mossul), proposed the holding of a referendum in this




area and envisioned a 25 year mandate held by the League of
Nations®'.

These facts provide us with grounds to assert that the League
of Nations and the British Colonizers treated Kurdish territories
as the land of an independent nation. At that time, the ques-
tion was discussed concerning the granting of the Kurd popu-
lated area a status of a non-self governing territory.

At present, the U.N., as an international organization, is
based on much more humanitarian and progressive principles.
This gives us reason to believe that this international organiza-
tion could be committed, with ever greater justification, to the
settlement of the Kurdish national question) through a referen-
dum in the Kurdish territories in the respective states.

Examples of similar activities in various points of the world
are abundant in U.N. practices. ’

Thus, in 1973 at the Agidar Conference of Algeria, Morro-
co and Mauritania, the interested parties to the U.N. insisted
the holding of a referendum under its auspices to settle the fu-
ture of West Sahara:

In 1974, the Spanish aithorities agreed to give West Sahara
the opportunity \to exercise its right to self-determination
through a referendum32.

In 1986, under the pressure of the native population of New
Caledonia, France was forced to pass the law of holding a ref-
erendum so that the local population could make its choice be-
tween complete independence and the status of extended au-
tonomy33.

In this way we can come- to the conclusion that the Kurd-
ish National Liberation Movement can also utilize this form,



since the respective states would not recognize the Kurdish right

to self-determination as an independent nation?u
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rope — Martis Nijhoff.

22 Analyzed in details in my Dissertation.

23 Markov, M. The World — Dynamical and Varied,
1986, p.32

24 |bid, p.32

25 A Political and Economical Reférence Book, Partizdat,
1989, p.12

26 The facts from constitution of Nations, vol.3, p.197 and
P. and E. Reference Book, [Partizdat, 1989, p.135

27 ,,Po' sveta” — A magazine about the international politics,
No 30/1989

8 Rabotnitchésko delo, vol. 116, Anril, 3, 1039,

23 Lenin, Vol.26,-p.346

30 Al Hadj Aziz, p.36

31 bid, p.50
32 Partizdat ,The Hotbeds of Conflicts on the Planet”,
1988, p.193
‘ 33 ,,..
Ibid, p.257
3l"l‘he author means carryihg éut a referendum on the thréitor—

tespopuiated by Kurds.

—124-


Arjr.il

CHAPTER EIGHT
CONCLUSION

Bearing in mind the conclusions reached in this expose; we
can infer:

(1) National self-consciousness, as a social and psychologi-
cal factor has been of primary importance in the formation of
the Kurdish nation. it has been so well developed that it over-
came the weaker influence of economic, political, territorial fac-
tors. Its objective form of being is the national liberation move-
ment with its broad social basis. ‘

(2) Since the emergence of the Kurdish qQuestion, up until
the Second World War, the main goal of the Kurdish National
Liberation Movement was a complete\ national liberation with
the establishment of an independéent Kurdish state. A Kurdish
state which could determine its future developments in a sover-
eign and independent way. (After the Second World War, how-
ever, the Kurdish Nationa! Liberation Movement, fell under the
influence of Stalin’s . policy in the Soviet Union and the main
aim of total self-determination of the Kurds was displaced by
the idea of anvautonomy within the boundaries of the Kurd
populated territories in their respective states. An opportunity
for taking action was missed because the question of national
self-determination and right of independent development was
topical at the time.

(3) That the Kurdish question held an insignificant place in
international political life. The reason being the wrong strate-
gy utilized by the Kurdish National Liberation Movement in re-
gard to the needs and forms of struggle. The internal guerilla

-125-



movement as a single force proved insufficient. Moreover, it
places the Kurdish National Liberation Movement into interna-
tional isolation. Another factor can be found in the backward,
political, economic and culural development of the Kurdish
people, placing it in an unfavorable light thus accounting for
the lack of interest by the larger states. Additionally, any out-
side interference could have escalated the tension in the Middle
East. These are reasons why whenever the Kurdish question sur-
faced on the international stage, the Kurdish people found them-
selves as tacit observers of state actions determining Kurdish
fate in actual fact or legally.

(4) A determination concerning future prospects of the Kurd-
ish question, and possible settlement-must be considered. The
Kurdish National Liberation Movement should strengthen its ac-
tivities by using and perfecting'the guerilla movement in addi-
tion to all peaceful forms of struggle. First with internal politi-
cal agitation, propaganda;_social, cultural and parliamentary ac-
tions. Second with external political action: broadening of con-
tacts with world, «international, inter-governmental, inter—par-
liamentary, public)and non-governmental organizations and per-
sonalities of ‘authority. All these activities should be united by
two fundamental principles — equality of nations and of the de-
pendent nation’s right to self-determination. As Lenin has put
it: ,Equality of rights is an attribute of the right to self-deter-
mination, and on its part, it is an expression and guarantee of
equality”. ‘

The ultimate goal is a constitutional recognition that no na-

tion can dominate over another nation.
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The major practical task, in the sphere of international re-
lations for the Kurdish National Liberation Movement, is ulti-
mate recognition of ,colonial people” status for the Kurdish
people. Since it has not been treated as such, the implementa-
tion of Resolution 1415 (XXVII) 1960 as legal means of attain-
ing independence, has been impossible. The Kurdish National
Liberation Movement is still facing a difficult road of recogni-
tion by internatiohal organizations. However, this does not mean
that self-determination and free existence of the millions of
Kurds will be realized without the support of the international
community. The Kurdish National Liberation Movement should
gain, like many other national liberation movéments, just recog-
nition. '

The present stage of development of the Kurdish question
requires the activation of potentialsyestablished by the new pol-
itical thinking of the last four years. Alongside with the intens-
ive armed resistance, a stronger effort is needed. This effort
should be aimed at the catalysis of international public opinion
through daily information, as well as by winning new suppor-
ters for the Kurdish.cause. The search for democratic and non-
violent means ‘of setting the Kurdish question will have favor-
able impact on the ultimate goal of all progressive Kurdish or-
ganizations — culminating with national liberation of the Kurd-
ish people. This is the only way the Gordian knot of the 20th
century - the Kurdish question — can be solved.
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